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and  faculty  cared  for  her  with  food  and  water.  With  three  ducklings  in  tow  "Donna"  departed  last 
May  to  rear  her  brood  in  nearby  wetlands.  We  look  forward  to  her  return  next  year. 
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From  the  Dean's  Office 


mm 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

One  of  the  wonderful  things  about  the  academic  life  is  that  each  August  is  a  time  ot 
^  renewal.  It  begins  a  cycle  that  moves  forward  each  year.  The  new  academic  year  brings  a  new 

f^^S^f'"''*'^^     entering  class,  new  methods  and  ideas  for  teaching  our  students,  and  new  faculty  members. 
Let  me  give  you  a  quick  picture  of  what  your  Law  School  is  doing  this  year. 

Our  entering  class  again  advances  the  Law  School  Development  Plan  introduced  two 
years  ago.  In  fact,  it  exceeds  our  expectations.  At  the  time  of  this  writing  we  still  have  a  cou- 
ple of  weeks  before  classes  begin,  but  let  me  give  you  some  projections  that  will  be  pretty 
close.  We  had  planned  to  have  an  entering  class  of  96  full-time  and  46  part-time  students. 
Our  objective  is  to  hold  the  entering  class  to  that  size  in  order  to  maintain  and  improve  our 
student  body.  However,  due  to  our  recruiting  efforts  and  the  national  economic  situation,  we 
find  that  this  year  we'll  have  a  full-time  class  of  115  or  more  and  a  part-time  class  of  60  or 
more.  Nevertheless,  consistent  with  our  goals,  we  will  maintain  the  quality  of  our  full-time 
class  and  we  will  be  increasing  the  quality  of  our  part-time  class  significantly  over  last  year. 
The  use  of  technology  at  Western  New  England  is  not  new,  but  we're  moving  it  along  this  fall  with  some  new  class- 
room equipment.  Both  the  audio  and  visual  senses  are  important  to  learning  and  the  use  of  modern  technology  can  assist  us 
in  doing  that.  Four  of  our  classrooms  will  have  new  multimedia  projectors,  sound  systems,  projection  screens,  and  teaching 
workstations.  Professors  can  use  computers  to  present  their  ideas  graphically  as  well  as  audibly.  Student-  or  professor-prepared 
legal  documents  can  be  presented  for  examination  and  discussion.  Legal  databases  and  Internet  sources  can  be  accessed  in  real 
time  to  assist  in  the  educational  process.  Four  of  our  classrooms  will  have  this  equipment  fiilly  implemented,  and  the  rest  will 
follow  shortly. 

New  faculty  members  are  essential  to  the  continuing  viability  of  any  school.  This  year,  two  new  faculty  members  join 
us.  Professor  Jamie  Colburn  is  an  expert  in  environmental  law  and  was  an  assistant  regional  counsel  with  the  United  States 
Environmental  Protection  Agency.  Most  recently  he  was  an  associate  in  law  at  Columbia  University  School  of  Law.  His  experi- 
ences will  broaden  our  students'  classroom  perspectives  with  environmental  realism.  In  addition  to  Environmental  Law,  he  will 
be  teaching  courses  in  Ocean  and  Coastal  Law,  and  Administrative  Law. 

Professor  John  Hill  is  a  visiting  professor  from  St.  Thomas  University  School  of  Law  in  Florida.  He  has  taught  courses 
ranging  from  Constitutional  Law  to  Criminal  Law  to  Torts  to  Ethics  and  Medicine.  He  is  also  widely  published;  he  has  written 
three  books  and  is  in  the  process  of  authoring  another.  His  resume  includes  law  review  articles  published  in  numerous  presti- 
gious journals.  With  a  Ph.D.  in  Philosophy  he  has  also  taught  philosophy  courses.  His  teaching  and  scholarship  will  add 
significantly  to  our  students'  learning  experiences.  This  year  he  will  be  teaching  courses  in  Criminal  Law,  Jurisprudence, 
Philosophical  Issues  in  Criminal  Law,  and  Torts. 

We  are  also  privileged  to  have  two  new  members  of  our  Admissions  Office  professional  staff.  Sherri  Berendt  is  our  new 
assistant  dean  and  director  of  admissions,  and  Joella  McKay  has  become  the  assistant  director  of  admissions.  Some  of  you  may 
know  Joella  since  she  is  a  2001  graduate  of  the  Law  School.  Both  are  exciting,  pleasant,  and  gifted,  and  will  aid  us  tremendously 
as  we  continue  in  our  efforts  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  applicants. 

Finally,  part  of  any  renewal  is  a  returning  of  our  graduates  to  visit.  To  that  end,  let  me  start  the  new  year  by  inviting  you 
to  return  for  some  occasion.  Whether  you  join  us  for  Homecoming  Weekend,  a  CLE  program,  or  any  other  purpose,  the  main 
point  is  to  renew  our  association  and  commitment  to  legal  education. 


Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 
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Faculty  Recognition 


Faculty  Recognized 
in  New  Ceremony 


by  Manon  L.  Mirabelli 


On  March  22,  2002,  the  College  broke  with  tradition 
and  held  its  annual  Faculty  and  Staff  Recognition 
Ceremony  apart  from  the  holiday  gathering.  For  the 
first  time,  College  employees,  including  those  from 
the  School  of  Law,  were  acknowledged  for  their  service  in  an  event 
organized  solely  to  recognizing  the  years  of  dedication  of  members 
of  our  faculty  and  staff.  During  the  ceremony,  those  employees 
recognized  for  five  to  40  years  of  service,  in  five-year  increments, 
were  awarded  for  their  service  with  a  gift. 

Eight  members  of  the  faculty  marked  milestones  with  the  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of  Law  when  they  were  recognized 
for  10,  20,  and  25  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  School  and  com- 


mitment to  their  students.  Celebrating  a  quarter  of  a  century  with 
the  School  this  year  are  professors  Richard  P.  Cole,  John  D.  Egnal, 
Leora  Harpaz,  and  Robert  A.  Lusardi,  as  well  as  William  D.  Metzger, 
professor  of  law  and  associate  dean  for  admissions,  alumni  affairs, 
and  career  services.  Professors  James  W.  Gordon  and  Sam  Stonefield 
have  both  been  teaching  law  for  20  years.  Marking  10  years  with  the 
School  are  professors  Leonard  M.  Baynes  and  Eric  Gouvin. 

Also  recognized  during  the  ceremony  were  Lenese  C.  Herbert 
and  Taylor  Flynn,  both  of  whom  were  promoted  from  assistant 
professors  to  associate  professors.  Also  promoted  to  associate 
professor  was  Valorie  Vojdik.  ♦ 


25 YEARS 


Richard  P.  Cole 

Professor  Cole  teaches  in  the 
areas  of  tort  law,  legislation, 
health  law,  and  legal  history. 
He  has  published  works  in  the 
Legal  Studies  Forum,  the  Law 
and  History  Review,  and  the 
Southern  California  Interdisci- 
plinary Law  Journal. 


20 YEARS 


John D.  Egnal 

Professor  Egnal  regularly 
serves  as  advisor  to  the  trial 
moot  court  competition.  His 
areas  of  professional  interest 
include  the  conflict  of  laws, 
in  which  he  has  developed 
teaching  materials  and  pub- 
lished articles. 


Leora  Harpaz 

Professor  Harpaz  has  written 
extensively  on  First  Amend- 
ment issues.  Her  recent 
scholarly  writings  have 
explored  the  intersection 
of  the  First  Amendment 
with  the  Internet. 


James  W.  Gordon 

Professor  Gordon,  currently  con- 
ducting research  on  Justice  John 
Marshall  Harlan,  focuses  his  areas 
of  professional  interest  on  consti- 
tutional and  legal  history  of  the 
Uniform  Probate  Code. 


Sam  Stonefield 

In  addition  to  his  interest  in  real 
estate  finance  law,  civil  rights,  and 
evidence,  Professor  Stonefield 
recently  completed  a  term  of  service 
on  the  Board  of  the  Massachusetts 
Housing  Finance  Agency,  a  govern- 
ment bank  that  grants  mortgage 
loans  for  affordable  housing. 


10  YEARS 

Leonard  M.  Baynes 

Professor  Baynes,  formerly  a 
corporate  attorney  for  Verizon 
Corporation,  specializes  in  corpo- 
rate, real  estate,  contract,  and 
regulatory  control  law.  He  has 
lectured  on  international  telecom- 
munications  issues. 


Eric  Gouvin 

Professor  Gouvin's  areas  of  legal 
interest  include  corporate  groups 
and  banking.  He  is  currently  revis- 
ing the  sections  of  the  treatise 
Blumberg  on  the  Law  of  Corporate 
Groups  dealing  with  financial  insti- 
tution holding  companies. 


Robert  A.  Lusardi 

Professor  Lusardi  served 
the  School  as  its  associate 
dean  for  academic  affairs 
from  1982  until  1984  and 
again  from  1994  until  1999. 
His  areas  of  interest  are  civil 
procedure  and  business 
organizations. 


William  D.  Metzger 

A  former  assistant  branch 
chief  of  the  Chief  Counsel's 
Office,  Legislation,  and 
Regulations  Division  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service, 
Professor  Metzger  is  a  regular 
speaker  at  the  College  s  annual 
Federal  Tax  Institute,  as  well 
as  a  participant  in  various 
tax-related  programs  for  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association. 


PROMOTIONS 

Taylor  Flynn 

A  widely-quoted  expert  on 
civil  rights  issues.  Professor 
Flynn  specializes  in  discrimi- 
nation based  on  sexual  orien- 
tation and  gender  identity.  She 
teaches  in  the  areas  of  consti- 
tutional law,  family  law,  and 
sexual  orientation  and  the  law. 


Lenese  C.  Herbert 

Professor  Herbert  focuses  her 
legal  interests  on  criminal  law, 
criminal  procedure,  constitu- 
tional law,  and  evidence.  Prior 
to  joining  the  School,  she  was 
an  assistant  United  States 
attorney  with  the  United 
States  Attorney's  Office  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 
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Photos  left  to  right;  Professor  Richard  P  Cole,  Professor  John  D.  Egnal,  and  Professor  William  D.  Metzger  receive  recognition  from  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio. 
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Collaborative  Law 


BRINGING  CIVILITY  OUT  OF  DIVISION 


by  Mary  Mazzaferro 


LITIGATION  VS.  COLLABORATION:  it's  the  difference  between  drawing  a  line  in  the 
sand  that  polarizes  opposing  positions  or  drawing  a  circle  around  the  disputing 
parties  that  fosters  cooperation. 

With  25  million  Americans  divorced  or  separated,  many  court  systems,  attor- 
neys, and  dix  orcing  couples  are  looking  for  ways  to  remove  the  overload  from  court  dockets 
and  reach  expedient  settlements  through  creative  alternatives  to  litigation. 

Collaborative  family  law  is  an  alternative  dispute  resolution  model  that  offers  couples  a 
non-ad\  ersarial  mechanism  for  resolving  divorce  or  custody  disputes  with  the  advisement  of 
separately  retained  attorneys.  Through  a  four-way  process,  the  parties  contract  with  their 
attorneys  to  reach  a  settlement  without  going  to  court.  If  they  cannot  reach  agreement, 
both  lawyers  must  withdraw  from  the  case  and  they  and  other  associates  of  their  firms  are 
prohibited  from  filing  any  motions  in  court.  The  collaborative  lawyers  agree  in  advance  to 
cooperate  in  transferring  the  case  to  any  successor  counsel. 
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Your  endorsement  can  waive 
application  fees  at  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

You  know  what  it  takes  to  graduate  from 
Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law.  And  you  know  what  we  want:  stu- 
dents who  will  be  assets  to  the  legal 
community  and  a  credit  to  their  profes- 
sion. With  your  endorsement  of  such  a 
prospective  law  school  candidate,  we 
will  waive  his  or  her  $45  application  fee. 

We  know  from  applicant  surveys  that 
prospective  students  value  your  opinion 
as  an  alum.  Share  your  enthusiasm  with 
them  and  take  this  opportunity  to  en- 
courage talented  candidates  to  apply. 
Sign  this  application  waiver  and  forward 
it  to  the  applicant. 


For  questions,  call  1-800-782-6665  or 
email:  lawadmis@wnec.edu 


Focus 


Accordint;  to  ;i  recent  article  in  tlie 
Wail  Street  Journal,  "Nearly  3, ()()() 
lawyers  in  25  states  offer  it.  In  March, 
Texas  became  the  first  state  to  codify 
the  coliaborati\e  divorce,  adopting  a  law 
speliioii  out  the  process."  (laiifornia  ina\' 
be  the  next  state  to  follow  suit. 

Moving  Beyond  Mediation 

How  does  collaborative  law  differ  from 
mediation.''  While  mediation  has  been  a 
viable  alternative  for  reaching  agreement 
through  the  assistance  of  a  neutral  third 
party,  unlike  collaborative  law,  the 
process  can  be  easily  abandoned  if  partic- 
ipants resort  to  adversarial  positions.  In 
collaborative  law,  the  parties  are  invested 
in  the  process  through  their  own  engage- 
ment and  financial  commitment  in 
retaining  their  attorneys. 

Alumna  Gail  Perlman  '76,  First  Jus- 
tice of  Hampshire  Probate  and  Family 
Court,  has  been  active  in  the  mediation 


movement  and  is  watch- 
ing with  interest  as  the 
collaborative  model  grad- 
ually gains  acceptance  in 
western  Massachusetts. 
Justice  Perlman  says. 


"Collaborative  law  differs  from  the  medi- 
ation model  in  that  each  indi\  idual  has 
the  benefit  of  a  lawyer's  advice,  counsel, 
and  advocacy  throughout  the  entire 
process.  In  mediation,  participants  have 
the  opportunity  to  have  their  case 
reviewed  by  a  lawyer,  but  often  the  attor- 
ney takes  a  less  active  role  during  the 
process.  The  collaborative  model  gives 
participants  the  advantage  of  receiving 
sound,  aggressive  legal  advice  in  an  atmos- 
phere committed  to  collaboration.  From 
the  court's  perspective,  where  we  must 
deal  with  the  effects  of  hostile  litigation 
on  kids,  the  greatest  beneficiaries  of  this 
approach  can  be  the  couple's  children." 

In  Boston,  as  in  many  big  cities,  the 
movement  has  enjoyed  growing  popularity. 
"Collaborative  lawyers  frequently  come 


from  the  ranks  of  (.li\ orcc  mediators  w  ho 
are  limited  in  a  sense  because  they  can't 


give  legal  advice,"  says 
Attorney  David  Hoffman, 
w  ho  cofounded  the  Mass- 
achusetts (Collaborative 
Law  Council  with  Attor- 
ney Rita  Pollak  in  2()()().  A 


member  of  The  New  Law  (Center  in 
Boston,  Hoffman  says  the  Council  was 
formed  when  he  and  Pollak  "realized  that 
collaboration  could  greatly  enhance  the 
process  for  handling  family  law  matters. 
We  knew  that  there  were  dozens  of  Mass- 
achusetts lawyers  equally  fed  up  with  the 
acrimony  associated  with  divorce  cases 
and  the  price  paid  by  children.  We  saw  it 
as  an  important  and  very  humane  develop- 
ment in  law." 


"Less  than  five  per- 
cent of  all  divorce 
cases  ever  go  to 
trial.  Collaborative 
law  takes  what  we 
are  already  doing 
and  formalizes  it 
into  a  new  model 
of  alternative  dis- 
pute resolution" 

Attorney  Eileen  Sorrentino  '86 


Putting  it  on  tiie  Table 

The  collaborative  law  model  brings  to 
the  table  a  commitment  to  satisfying  the 
interests  of  both  parties.  Participants 
who  arrive  at  their  own  resolutions  are 
more  likely  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  and  maintain  a  non- 
adversarial  relationship.  Ideally,  this  atti- 
tude can  set  the  stage  for  successful 
co-parenting. 

Family  law  can  be  emotionally  taxing 
for  litigators,  not  just  clients,  who  often 
see  long  hours  of  work  yield  results  with 
no  real  winner.  In  the  collaborative 
model,  lawyers  have  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  a  process  that  works 
toward  a  positive  resolution,  not  a  win- 
at-all-costs  battle  that  can  often  leave 
nothing  but  financial  ruin  and  emotional 
casualties  in  its  wake. 

Attorney  Eileen  Sorrentino  '86  of 
Egan,  Flanagan  &  Cohen,  PC  in  Spring- 
field, MA,  is  a  mediator  who  has  been 
trained  in  collaborative  law  practice 
through  the  Massachusetts  Collaborative 
Law  Council.  She  says,  "Family  law  is  an 
important  area  of  practice  because  what 
we  do  directly  affects  the  lives  of  our 
clients  and  their  children  for  years  to 
come.  If  we  can  show  clients  how  to 
work  through  to  the  other  side  of  their 
conflict  in  a  non-adversarial  way,  they 
will  leave  the  table  armed  with  skills  for 
resolving  future  disagreements.  For  attor- 
neys, it  offers  a  way  to  reduce  the 
negative  stress  factors  often  associated 
with  the  practice  of  family  law." 

Financially;  collaborative  law  can  cost 
thousands  less  than  a  contested  divorce. 
While  the  lawyers  may  bill  fewer  hours 
per  case,  they  can  take  on  more  cases, 
focusing  positively  on  the  generation  of 
options  instead  of  trial  preparation. 

A  Practice  Built  on  Good  Faith 

The  cornerstone  of  successful  collabora- 
tion is  a  non-adversarial  attitude  that  is 
modeled  by  the  participating  attorneys  in 
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four-way  conferencing.  Attorneys  are 
trained  in  how  to  use  \erbai  and  non- 
verbal communication  skills  and  in  how 
to  deal  w  ith  aggressive  behavior.  With 
the  signing  of  a  "Participation  Agree- 
ment," a  formal  agreement  to  foreswear 
the  option  of  litigation,  the  parties  agree 
to  disclose  relevant  information  in  good 
faith  to  reach  a  settlement.  If  a  client  or 
his  or  her  attorney  does  not  believe  the 
other  side  is  acting  in  good  faith,  he  or 
she  must  present  written  notification 
and  the  opposing  lawyer  must  withdraw. 

One  of  the  attractions  for  clients  is 
the  prixacy  afforded  by  out-of-court  reso- 
lution. Financial  disclosures  such  as  veri- 
fication of  income  and  assets  are 
provided  through  a  "trust  and  verify 
approach."  A  key  component  of  the  Par- 
ticipation Agreement  is  the  understand- 
ing that  clients  will  voluntarily  disclose 
and  verify  information  necessary  to  the 
resolution  process.  That  information, 
however,  cannot  be  used  in  a  court  of  law 
unless  it  is  revealed  through  the  tradi- 
tional discovery  process.  Only  when  a 
resolution  has  been  reached  are  agree- 
ments signed  and  a  court  date  set. 


A  Framework 

for  Professionalism 

The  Clollaborative  Law  mo\'ement  was 
born  in  1990  in  Minneapolis  when  attor- 
ney Stuart  Webb  determined  there  must 
be  an  alternative  model  beyond  media- 


"I  think  the  potential 
for  the  application  of 
collaborative  law  in 
business  disputes  is 
enormous.  It  is  ideal 
for  any  situation  where 
a  continuing  relation- 
ship is  desired . .  /' 

Attorney  Douglas  Reynolds 

tion.  Throughout  the  1990s  dozens  of  col- 
laborative law  organizations  were  formed 
nationwide.  In  the  Commonwealth,  the 
Massachusetts  Collaborative  Law  Coun- 
cil ser\'es  to  maintain  a  level  of  integrity 
and  professionalism  among  its  members 
and  provide  training  and  networking 
opportunities.  One  of  the  benefits  of 
membership  is  publicity  through  online 
membership  listings. 

Attorney  Karen  Levitt,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Council, 
has  brought  this  exciting  new  model  to 


our  students.  Mter  participating  in  a  col- 
laborative law  training  session  in  Spring- 
field last  April,  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  Instructor  Myra 
Orlen  invited  Levitt  and  members  of  the 
Council  to  speak  to  her  Divorce  and  the 
Family  Law  class. 

Attorney  Levitt  says,  "The  division  of 
assets  and  liabilities  in  divorce  makes 
payment  of  legal  fees  an  issue  for  many 
families.  Our  presentation  showed  the 
students  that  there  is  a  cost-effective 
alternative  to  litigation  that  can  benefit 
both  clients  and  their  lawyers.  We 
explained  to  the  class  the  differences 
between  the  collaborative  law  process, 
litigation,  and  mediation,  and  how  collab- 
orative law  provides  parties  zealous  rep- 
resentation, but  also  allows  the  parties  to 
focus  on  needs  and  interests — not  just 
outcome." 

The  Massachusetts  Collaborative 
Law  Council  offers  a  one-day  training 
session  on  Collaborative  Law  Practice  for 
Family  Law  and  Business-Related  Dis- 
putes. The  morning  session  introduces 
the  model  and  the  communication  skills 
needed  to  reach  resolutions  in  a  non- 
adversarial  way.  Role-playing  is  used 
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Focus 


extensively  to  model  appropriate  advo- 
cacy and  communication  skills.  In  the 
afternoon,  collaborative  law  documents 
and  mechanics  are  among  the  topics 
discussed  followed  by  breakout  sessions 
focusing  on  the  application  of  the  model 
in  family  law  and  in  business/commercial 
law  sectors. 

A  Model  for 
Business  Applications 

Indeed,  with  the  potential  to  expedite 
the  resolution  of  business  disputes  and 
avoid  unwanted  publicity,  collaborative 
law  can  be  applied  in  a  variety  of  civil 
matters. 

Douglas  Reynolds,  formerly  with 
Peabody  &  Arnold,  who  now  practices 
corporate  business  law  with  The  New 
Law  Center  in  Boston  and  Newton,  is  a 
member  of  the  Council  and  a  training 
session  presenter.  In  August,  Reynolds 
was  a  keynote  speaker  at  the  American 
Bar  Association  Annual  Meeting  in  Wash- 
ington, DC,  discussing  the  Collaborative 


Law  process,  along  with  the  movement's 
founder  Stu  Webb,  and  West  Coast 
expert  Pauline  Tesler,  author  of  Collabora- 
tive Law:  Wlicrc  Dtil  It  C.omi-  From,  Where  Is 
It  Now,  Where  Is  It  Goin^i^  ('riie  Collabora- 
tive Q.  I,  1999). 

"I  think  the  potential  for  the  applica- 
tion of  collaborative  law  in  business 
disputes  is  enormous."  Reynolds  asserts, 
"It  is  ideal  for  any  situation  where  a  con- 
tinuing relationship  is  desired  from 
client/vendor  or  landlord/tenant  disputes 
to  family  business  or  closely  held  com- 
pany cases.  Businesses  simply  can't 
afford  the  time  it  takes  to  litigate.  In  the 
courts,  a  year  is  a  long  time.  In  business, 
a  month  is  considered  long.  While  the 
collaborative  model  will  incur  costs,  liti- 
gation will  always  be  much  more  costly." 

Spreading  the  Word 

While  it  typically  takes  two  collaborative 
attorneys  to  engage  in  the  collaborative 
process.  Attorney  Hoffman  says  non- 
trained  attorneys  can  agree  to  work  out 


issues  using  the  model.  Says  Hoffman, 
"Recently  I  represented  a  man  who  was 
interested  in  using  the  collaborative 
model.  His  wife  had  already  hired  a  non- 
collaborative  attorney,  but  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  process.  The  attorney 
agreed  to  sign  the  Practice  Agreement. 
She  went  on  to  take  our  training  and  the 
case  has  made  her  a  convert — the  same 
thing  can  happen  in  western  Massachu- 
setts and  throughout  the  country."  ♦ 

FIND  OUT  MORE 

Intrigued  by  the  prospect  of  the 
collaborative  model?  Visit  these  sites: 

www.collabgroup.com 

(listings  of  nation-wide  groups) 

www.masscic.org 

(listings  of  Massachusetts  Members) 


Student  Negotiation  Team  Makes  It  to  the  Final  Four — ^Again! 


For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the  School  of  Law's  Negotiation  Team  proved  itself  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with  at  the  National  American  Bar  Association  Negotiation  Team 
Competition  held  in  Philadelphia  during  the  ABA  mid-year  meeting  in  February. 

The  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  team  of  Seth  Bostock  of 
Amherst,  MA,  and  Peter  Graczykowski  of  Chicopee,  MA,  made  it  to  the  final  four, 
making  Western  New  England  the  only  law  school  in  the  country  to  have  placed  in  the 
final  round  of  the  national  competition  for  two  consecutive  years.  Beginning  with 
regional  competitions,  more  than  170  schools  participated  this  year. 

"No  longer  'the  little  school  that  could,'  we  are  now  the 
school  that  others  expect  to  see  at  the  National  ABA  Negotiation 
Team  Competition,"  says  coach  and  Faculty  Advisor  Nancy  Sykes 
'89  who  has  coached  the  team  for  five  of  its  seven  years.  Now 
third-year  and  fourth-year  students  respectively,  Bostock  and 
Graczykowski  will  serve  as  student  coaches  for  the  2002-03  team. 

\ 
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FANFARE  AND  CEREMONY  HERALD  END-OF-YEAR  CELEBRATIONS 


DEAN'S  TEA  AND  AWARD  CEREMONY 


(Top)  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio  welcomes  attendees  at  the  Award 
Ceremony.  (Bottom)  Associate  Professor  Robin  Kundis  Craig 
reacted  with  great  surprise  at  receiving  the  Teaching 
Excellence  Award. 


T 


he  Law  School  recognized  the  achievements  of  students  and 
faculty  at  the  annual  Dean's  Tea  and  Award  Ceremony  reception 
held  on  April  17.  This  year's  festivities  were  hosted  for  the  first 
time  by  School  of  Law  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio. 


Outstanding  student  achievements  were  recognized  with  a  variety  of  awards. 
Best  Brief  Section  1: 

Gillian  Beams,  Karen  Ferrell,  and  Jill  Grucan 

(Honorable  Mention:  Lori  Ann  Quarterson  and  Becky  Schmidt) 

Best  Brief  Section  2:  Christopher  Girard 

Best  Brief  Section  3:  Corrie  Mainville 

(Honorable  Mention:  Mia  MacMeekin  and  Thomas  Marino) 

Intellectual  Property  Awards:  Robert  A.  Ayers,  Mark  J.  Miley,  William  E.  Smith 
MOOT  COURT  TEAMS 

Negotlvtion  Moot  Court:  Seth  Bostock,  Peter  Graczykowski,  Kevin  Kerwin, 
and  Ann  Thomas 

Daniel  Webster  Awards:  Bensen  Solivan,  Marie  Jablonski,  and  Kurt  Ward 

MuGEL  National  Tax  Moot  Court:  John  Kirwan  and  Gautam  Sen 

National  Moot  Coi^t:  Jason  Osborne,  Douglas  Pierce 

Jessup  International  Moot  Court:  Ann  Couchon,  Curtis  MoUohan, 
Sarah  Ricard,  and  Kenneth  Sloat 

National  Trjal  Competition  Moot  Court:  Sara  Hulbert,  Janis  Mize, 
Dawn  Shwartz,  and  Jason  Thomas 

First  Amendment  Moot  Court:  Marie  Jablonski,  and  Lorraine  O'Hehir 

National  Hispanic  Moot  Court  Competition:  Wally  Caban,  Lis  Allard 

Frederick  Douglass  Moot  Court  CoMPEimoN:  Danielle  Williams,  Van  Johnson, 
Mikal  Odums,  Aime  Munnings 


LEADERSHIP 

Phi  Alpha  Delta  (PAD):  Peter  Graczykowski 
Student  Bar  Association  (SBA):  Janis  Mize 

Student  Leaders:  Janis  Mize,  Chris  DiGeronimo,  and  Sonja  Lustig 

Students  voted  Robin  Kundis  Craig  this  year's  recipient  of  the  Teaching 
Excellence  Award  commemorative  medallion  for  outstanding  service  as  an 
educator  and  advisor.  A  prolific  legal  scholar,  Craig  has  taught  courses  on 
environmental  law,  administrative  law,  property,  ocean  and  coastal  law,  and 
bioethics  and  biotechnology  since  joining  the  Law  faculty  in  1998. 
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COMMENCEMENT  2002 

On  Saturday,  May  18,  2002,  students 
and  well-wishers  joined  College 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  Dean 
Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  and  administra- 
tors and  faculty  of  the  School  of  Law  in  downtown 
Springfield  for  commencement  ceremonies  at 
Springfield's  Symphony  Hall. 

Completing  their  legal  education  in  a  year 
marked  by  unprecedented  world  events,  which  will 
have  far-reaching  legal  ramifications,  the  graduates  of 
2002  proudly  joined  the  ranks  of  our  more  than  6,000 
alumni  to  face  the  challenges  ahead. 

Calling  for  today's  graduates  to  develop  a  global 
consciousness  and  take  an  international  perspective  of 
the  rule  of  law,  the  Honorable  Margaret  H.  Marshall, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  served  as  the  program's  distinguished  main 
speaker.  A  native  of  South  Africa,  Justice  Marshall 
spoke  of  her  experiences  in  a  South  Africa  divided  by 
Apartheid  and  of  her  later  opposition  to  the  policies. 
As  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Justice 


Marshall  is  only  the  second  woman  to  serve  on  the 
court  in  its  310-year  history  and  the  first  woman  to 
serve  as  Chief  Justice.  In  recognition  of  her  contribu- 
tions to  the  field  of  law,  Thomas  R.  Burton  '70,  chair 


of  the  College's  Board  of  Trustees,  awarded  her  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters. 

Commencement  also  provided  an  opportunity  for 
the  School  to  honor  a  man  who  has  helped  to  shape 
both  the  direction  of  the  School  of  Law  and  that  of 
legal  education  in  the  United  States.  James  R  White, 
professor  of  law  at  Indiana  University  School  of  Law- 
Indianapolis  received  an  honorary  degree,  Doctor  of 
Laws.  Professor  White  was  the  consultant  on  Legal 
Education  to  the  American  Bar  Association  from  1974 
to  2000  and  the  advisor  to  the  Consultant  on  Legal 
Education  from  2000  to 
2001.  He  had  a  profound 
influence  on  the  future  of 
Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  dur- 
ing the  design  process  of 
the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center.  His  input  was  criti- 
cal in  ensuring  that  the  new 
facility  satisfy  American  Bar 
Association  requirements  for  accreditation. 

Student  participants  in  the  ceremony  included 
graduate  Thomas  Sullivan  who  sang  "The  Star  Span- 
gled Banner"  and  Laurie  K.  Byrne  who  sang  "God  Bless 
America."  The  class  speaker  was  William  Smith  Jr.  After 
degrees  were  conferred,  Kathleen  Robertson  '90,  presi- 
dent of  the  Law  Alumni  Association,  welcomed  the  146 
graduates  to  the  Association. 


(At  left)  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio,  Professor  James  P.  White,  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  and  Chief  Justice  IVIargaret  H.  IVIarshall.  (Top  right)  New 
graduates:  IVIelissa  Page!,  Dawn  Schwartz.  Janis  Mize,  and  Cresent  Moran. 
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Welcome  Class  of  2002! 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  proudly  welcomes  members  of  the  Class  of  2002 
to  its  ranks.  We  wish  the  class  members  much  success  as  they  become  the 
newest  representatives  of  the  proud  heritage  of  legal  scholarship  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law.  i  M 


Class  of  2002 

Anne  Elizabeth  Conole 

Mane  Iheresa  jablonski 

Crescent  Alethea  Simpson  Morant 

William  Edwards  Smith  Jr. 

Melanie  Beth  Davis 

Craig  Thomas  Jasie 

Elizabeth  Marie  Moseley 

Nancy  Colleen  Snyder 

Murad  Khan  Ahmed* 

Jill  Erin  DiGennaro 

Mary  Kelleher 

Zoe  S.  Moskowitzttt 

Thomas  S.  Sroczyk 

Laura  Baldwin  Alderman 

Christina  DiGeronimo 

Paul  Michael  Klisiewicz 

Melissa  Margaret  Muirhead 

Errol  Lloyd  Stephenson 

Lisbel  Olivo  Allard 

Kathleen  Helen  Dittus 

Wyatt  William  Kopp** 

Lisa  Marie  Mullin 

Jodi  Dawn  Stern 

Chris  Robert  Amash 

Adam  Drapkin 

Brianna  Lee  Kuntz 

Lawrence  Martin  Murphy** 

Geoffrey  William  Stowell 

Hip6lito  Baez 

Susan  E.  Drisko*' 

Theresa  Marie  Kushner 

Deborah  D.  Nagpal** 

Ihomas  Edward  Sullivan 

Dan  Vernon  Bair  II 

Jennifer  Eileen  Duncan 

Heather  Jill  Kuzmeskus 

Timothy  M.  Nctkovick 

Timothy  Edward  Sweeney* 

Paul  Francis  Barkett 

Terrence  Anthony  Durrant 

Ray  Anthony  Kyles 

William  Ashley  Newport 

Lisa  A.  Szulborski 

Adam  John  Basch 

Craig  Dominque  Ewan 

Nicole  Marie  LaChapelle 

Mark  Warren  Novotasky 

Daniel  Dean  Taylor 

Holly  Dawn  Battiget 

Carmina  Dias  Fernandes 

Betty  Lai-Quan  Lam 

Mikal  Du.shawn  Odums 

Sara  Anne  Taylort 

Alexander  Louis  Betke  II 

Katherine  Frances  Fletchert 

Gregory  David  Latulipe" 

Robert  Kenneth  Olson 

Christina  Suanna  Tevington' 

Rebecca  Jean  Bissaillon 

Lisa  L.  Foley" 

Andrew  Paul  Lawendowski 

Daniel  Scott  Ortmeyer** 

Ann  Thomastt 

Richard  O.  Blaser 

Melissa  Macauley  Frank*' 

Lori  Beth  Leavitt 

Jason  Spencer  Osbornef 

Jason  David  Thomas 

Mary  S.  Blocktt 

Michelle  A.  Gallagher 

Gregory  Lenetis 

Scott  A.  Otist 

Peggy  Ann  Torello 

Jennifer  Michcle  Blum 

Julie  L.  Gansle 

Paul  Anthony  Leonit 

Melissa  Lee  Pagel 

Robert  Glenn  Treadwell** 

Simone  Marie  Bollit 

Richard  N.  George  Jr. 

Chercheng  Lo** 

Jennifer  Lyn  Pease 

Christina  Turgeon** 

William  Ronald  Broneill 

Katharine  Amy-Marie  Goeppt 

Erik  Loftusf 

Karen  A.  Peddle 

Alyssa  S.  Vigue 

Megan  Summerill  Butow 

Denise  Marie  Graham 

Daniel  Morse  Logantt 

Douglas  Alien  Pierce 

Lynn  Karin  Wardt 

Wald^mar  Manuel  Caban 

William  Clark  Green 

Jennifer  Lori  Logee" 

Paul  J.  Pimpinella 

Jason  Sanford  Weathersf 

Tiffany  Ann  Cardwell 

Melody  A.  Gregory 

Sonja  Jeanne  Lustig 

Jeanne  M.  Provenzano 

Betsy  J.  Weiner 

Tenille  Jorgette  Carlevale 

Ann  Couchon  Griffin 

Virginia  Patrice  Lyons 

Debra  A.  Quinn**t 

Michael  Robert  Werman 

Sarah  Davis  Carr 

Kyle  R.  Guelcher 

Vincent  Paul  Mackowski 

Allison  Rosemary  Reavey 

Steven  Craig  Wezdenko"*t 

Brian  Keith  Carvell 

John  Michael  Guinan  II 

Devin  Jon  Marquez" 

Monica  A.  Sadowski 

Kathleen  Ann 

Amy  Victoria  Casiuk* 

John  Mitchell  Hale 

Lisa  M.  Matukaitis*t 

Tiffani  Lynne  Sala 

Cavanaugh  Whitley 

Joseph  Travis  Charneski 

Michael  R.  Hamel 

Paul  Everett  Mawn  Jr. 

Toshihiko  Sato 

Danielle  Lenore  Williams 

Michael  Albert  Christ 

Michael  Patrick  Hatchell 

Elizabeth  Mays  McAdams 

Gautam  Sen 

Krista  Ann  Wroldson 

Mark  J.  Ciarciello 

David  Wesley  Hess 

Amy  J.  Megliola 

Tammy  Sharif" 

Deanna  Zayid 

Benjamin  S.  Clark  Jr. 

Sara  Jane  Hulbert 

Joseph  Michael  Metzger 

Kathleen  A.  Sheehan 

Thomas  Langdon  Clark  Jr. 

Christine  Anne  Hurleyt 

Mark  Joseph  Mileyt 

Dawn  Katherine  Shwartz 

Thomas  More  Connors 

Cristina  Maria  lanello 

Janis  Olivia  Mize 

Neil  Andrew  Smith 

*  Degree  awarded  October  15,  2001  **  Degree  awarded  February  15,  2002  t  Degree  awarded  Cum  Laude  ft  Degree  awarded  Magna  Cum  Laude 


THE  CLASS  OF  2001.  WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW? 


While  it  is  too  early  to  predict  where  the  Class  of  2002  will  begin  their  legal  careers,  we  can  share  with  you  information  on  how 
members  of  the  most  recent  class  on  which  we  have  reporting  data,  the  Class  of  2001,  are  putting  their  education  into  practice. 


Employment  Figures 

Graduates  whose  status  is  known  134 

(87%  of  the  class  of  153  graduates) 

Total  employed  113  (84%) 

Juris  Doctor  Required  67  (  50%) 

(60%  of  overall  employed,  50%  reporting) 

Juris  Doctor  Preferred  25  (19%) 

(22%  of  overall  employed,  19%  reporting) 

Non-Law  Jobs  21  (16%) 

(19%  of  overall  employed,  16%  reporting) 

Graduate  School   8  (6%) 

Total  Reported  Unemployed  and: 

seeking  legal  jobs   12  (9%) 

not  seeking  legal  jobs   1(1%) 


Employment  by  State 

MA   54  (48%)  VT  

CT  36  (32%)  DC  

NY  9  (8%)  GA  

ME   3  KY 

FL  2 


MD 
RI  .. 
TN.. 
VA. 


Areas  of  Practice 

Private  Practice  37.2% 

Business  and  Industry  24.8% 

Government  21 .2% 

Judicial  Clerkship  10.6% 

Military  9% 

Academic  3.5% 

Public  Interest  1.8% 

Salary  Breakdown 

Seventy-three  (73)  graduates  reported  salary  information 
averaging  $50,685.  The  range  follows: 

Salary  #  Graduates  %  of  Total 

$20,000  to  $29,000   3  4% 

$30,000  to  $39,999  19 

$40,000  to  $49,999  22  73% 

$50,000  to  $59,999  12 

$60,000  to  $  1 80,000  17  23% 
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Law  Review 


Western  New  England  Law  Review: 

Celebrating  25  Years 


by  Jennifer  Hotchkiss  Kaplan  '03 


This  year  the  Western  New  England  Law 
Review  celebrates  25  years  of  publication. 
Over  400  graduates  of  the  Law  School  have 
contributed  to  the  Law  Review  over  the  years. 
Each  member  shares  memories  of  hours  in 
the  library  techciting  the  various  articles  to  be 
published  in  their  volume,  or  days  on  end 
laboring  over  their  student  notes,  hoping  to 
achieve  the  mythical  "publishable"  status. 

While  these  common  experiences  bond 
this  group  together,  much  about  the  Law 
Review  experience  has  changed  over  the  years  as  well.  The  number  of 
junior  staff  members  has  been  as  large  as  34  and  as  small  as  16. 
Where  once  there  were  research  editors  and  executive  editors  on  the 
Editorial  Board,  there  are  now  two  senior  note  editors  and  two  man- 
aging editors.  Currently,  2Ls  receive  three  credits  over  the  year  for 
their  work;  3Ls  can  receive  as  many  as  six  credits  their  last  year  on 
the  Law  Review. 

Despite  these  changes.  Law  Review  members  recognize  that  their 
participation  has  endowed  them  with  skills  and  achievements  that 
benefit  them  throughout  their  legal  careers.  Graduates  have  gone  on 
to  clerkships  in  state  supreme  courts  and  federal  courts,  have  opened 


WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW? 


Volume  1 

Hon.  William  H.  Abrashkin  78— 

editor-in-chief- — now  First  Justice  of 
the  Mass.  Housing  Court  (Western 
Division)  in  Springfield 

Volume  2 

David  S.  Poppick  '79—edkor- 

in-chief — <i  Utigator  in  the  labor  and 
employment  practice  group  in  the 
Stamford  and  New  York  offices  of 
Epstein  Becker  &  Green 

Elaine  D.  Kolish  '80— business 

&  note  editor — Associate  Director 
for  Enforcement,  Bureau  of  Consumer 
Protection,  Federal  Trade  Commission 

Volume  5 

Nancy  B.  Alisberg  '83— senior 

staff — Managing  Attorney,  State  of 
Connecticut  Office  of  Protection  and 
Advocacy  for  Persons  with  Disabilities 

Volume  10 

Craig  A.  Raabe  '88— editor-in- 
chief — chair  of  the  Trial  and  Appellate 
Group  at  Robinson  &  Cole,  LLP,  Hart- 
ford, CT 


John  R.  Skelton  '88— note 

editor — a  partner  in  the  firm's 
Litigation  Department  at  Bingham 

McCutchen,  Boston,  MA 

Volume  15 

Jeanne  M.  Kaiser  '93— articles 

editor — Instructor,  Legal  Research 
and  Writing  Program,  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law 

Dean  A.  Dulchinos'93—note 

editor — Massachusetts  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  Legal 
Department 


Volume  20 


1 


Elizabeth  Sillin  '98— senior 

note  editor — is  a  member  ofBulkle^ 
Richardson  &  Gelinas,  LLP,  Hart- 
ford, in  the  firm's  Real  Estate  and 
Estate  Planning  Departments  and 
the  Health  Law  Practice  Group 

Christine  Peaslee  '98— editor- 
in-chief — is  an  associate  in  Bingham 
McCutchen's  Capital  Markets 
practice  area 


successful  practices,  and  have  accomplished 
careers  at  prestigious  national  firms.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  benefits  these  individuals  have 
gained,  their  collective  work  on  the  Law 
Review  also  serves  to  promote  the  Law 
School's  reputation  in  the  legal  community. 

For  example,  the  most  recent  issue  of  the 
Law  Review  included  an  article  coauthored  by 
private  practitioners  John  Kavanagh  Jr.  '00, 
and  Matt  Welnicki,  which  was  sent  to  judges 
in  the  Massachusetts  courts.  The  article,  enti- 
tled "A  Practical  Overview  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chap- 
ter 123 A:  Care,  Treatment,  and  Rehabilitation  of  Sexually  Dangerous 
Persons,"  examines  selected  issues  that  have  emerged  as  courts  apply 
chapter  123A.  The  legal  confinement  of  "sexually  dangerous  per- 
sons" is  a  sensitive  and  challenging  topic  currently  facing  the  justice 
system.  Mr.  Kavanagh 
and  Mr.  Welnicki  wrote 
this  article  with  an  eye 
toward  the  dilemmas 
that  the  courts  and 
attorneys  will  confront 
in  civil  confinement  pro- 
ceedings under  this 
statute.  ♦ 


"Every  Executive  Board  sets  its  own  goals  and  expectations. 
Ours  include  putting  together  an  anniversary  symposium  issue 
and  publishing  as  many  student  notes  as  possible.  The  Boards 
that  have  come  before  us  have  established  a  high  standard  for 
us  to  follow.  With  the  talent  and  experience  of  this  year's  staff, 
we  will  certainly  keep  up  the  legacy. " 

— fennifer  Hotchkiss  Kaplan  '03, 

Editor-in-Chief,  Western  New  England  Law  Review 


save 
the 
date' 


The  25th  anniversary  Western 
New  Englanti  Law  Review 
Banquet  will  be  Saturday, 
April  12.  Please  contact 
the  Law  Review  office  at 
413-782-1788  for  details. 
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by  Linda  J.  Moye 


ALUMNI  PROFILE:  Gautam  Sen  02 


Every  Life  is  Different 


0 


Gautam  Sen  in  his  High 
School  graduation  portrait 
at  age  15,  in  Calcutta, 
India,  1964. 


One  week  before  her  father  was  to  start  law  school,  Jaminee  Sen  came  into  the  world  gasp- 
ing for  air.  She  had  severe  respiratory  problems,  a  cleft  palate,  and  required  a  tracheotomy 
to  breathe.  Her  father,  Gautam,  decided  immediately  to  cancel  his  law  school  plans  because 
his  new  baby  girl  needed  24-hour  care.  Jeanne,  his  wife  of  four  years  and  a  nurse,  said 
"No — I'll  take  care  of  the  baby.  Law  school  is  your  priority,  and  she  is  my  priority." 
That  kind  of  support  has  been  vital  to  Gautam's  ability  to  make  it  through  four  years  of  evening  law  classes 
and  graduate  near  the  top  of  his  class.  It  carried  him  through  his  first-year  studies  back  and  forth  from  Nebraska, 
where  his  wife  and  four  children  stayed  until  they  could  join  him  on  the  east  coast.  He  had  a  new  job  at  Vermont 
Yankee  Power  Plant,  so  he  drove  fi-om  Vermont  to  Springfield,  MA,  for  class  during  the  week  and  flew  home 
to  Nebraska  every  weekend.  While  back  in  Omaha,  he  taught  two  college  classes  (Calculus  and  Differential 
Equations)  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  leaving  little  time  to  visit  with  his  family.  He  studied  Contracts,  Torts,  and 
Civil  Procedure  on  the  airplane,  in  the  car,  and  every  spare  moment — sleep  was  not  a  priority. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


Alumni  Profile 


Five  decades  earlier,  another  extraordi- 
nary woman  gave  birth  to  a  son,  her  only 
child.  It  was  a  difficult  birth  and  she  fell  into 
a  coma  and  lost  a  tremendous  amount  of 
blood.  The  baby  nearly  died.  The  father  was 
told  that  his  wife  had  a  life  threatening  and 
rare  condition,  seen  only  in  one  out  of  a  mil- 
lion births.  Doctors  unanimously  agreed — 
"we  will  be  losing  her."  Seven  days  later,  she 
opened  her  eyes.  The  nurse  thought  it  was  to 
take  her  last  breath,  but  it  was  not  to  be.  Nil- 
ima  Sen  had  awakened  and  would  soon  look 
upon  her  newborn  Gautam — "a  miracle 
birth,"  said  all  who  were  there. 

"The  two  people  I  admire  most  are  my 
mom  and  my  wife,"  says  Gautam  Sen  '02 
today.  "Both  are  tolerant  and  perseverant. 
They  are  good  listeners.  My  mother  had  a 
calm  and  insightful  personality.  She  believed 
that  if  you  have  nothing  good  to  say  about  a 
person,  you  should  say  nothing  at  all." 

Indian  Values 

Nilima  raised  her  son  in  conservative 
Calcutta,  India,  with  these  values  and  more. 
Because  the  people  are  not  materialistic,  they 
focus  their  energies  on  relationships  with 
each  other.  Families  live  in  multi-level 
dwellings,  each  generation  with  its  own 
floor.  Aging  parents  enjoy  the  support  of 
nearby  relatives  and  the  many  neighbors 
who  are  likely  to  drop  by  anytime  day  or 
night.  Tea  and  sweets  are  always  offered  and 
the  visit  is  never  considered  an  intrusion. 
Indian  people  do  not  have  the  same  sense  of 
privacy  about  their  homes  as  Americans  do. 
And  no  one  pays  attention  to  who  hosted 
whom  last  because  kind  gestures  are  done 
for  others  with  no  expectation  of  return. 
This  sense  of  selflessness  is  a  central  value 
that  courses  through  all  Indian  culture. 
Showing  respect  for  others,  especially  elders, 
is  considered  a  duty.  Seniors  are  revered  as  a 
bridge  between  the  past  and  the  future. 

Education  is  revered  as  well.  Both  boys 
and  girls  are  expected  to  apply  themselves  to 


their  studies.  While  English  is  the  official 
language  of  India  and  binds  the  country 
together,  all  children  are  taught  the  mother 
language  (Bengali)  and  Sanskrit,  which  is  the 
root  of  all  Indian  languages.  The  rigor  of 
Indian  educational  standards  has  proven  to  be 
a  great  training  ground  that  prepares  students 
to  face  challenges  and  compete  in  the  world 
market.  This  training  plants  the  seeds  of  con- 
fidence, discipline,  and  dedication. 

Gautam  says  he  would  not  have  gotten 
through  law  school  while  working,  flying  to 
Nebraska,  teaching,  and  raising  four  children 
(Jaminee,  Robert,  Clay,  Neal)  without  the 
rigorous  training  and  focused  study  skills 
that  he  acquired  during  his  schooling  in 
India.  He  had  good  role  models  in  his  par- 
ents as  well.  His  mother,  Nilima  (whose 
name  means  "blue  sky")  was  a  trained  vocal- 
ist and  high  school  teacher.  His  father, 
Manindra  ("the  best  jewel")  Kumar,  has  a 
master's  degree  in  Economics,  was  a  statisti- 
cal officer  of  labor  and  employment  for  the 
Department  of  Government  in  India,  and 
served  the  United  States  Air  Force  in  WWII 
as  Ground  Commander  at  a  base  near  Cal- 
cutta. 

When  Gautam  completed  his  studies  in 
India,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  with  hon- 
ors in  Physics  and  a  Bachelor  of  Technology 
(in  Instrumentation  and  Control  Systems), 
he  placed  his  sights  on  the  United  States  and 
the  rest  of  the  world.  He  thought  travel 
would  give  him  the  opportunity  to  test  his 
ability  away  from  home.  In  fact,  he  would  be 
away  from  home  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life.  He  was  22  years  old. 


Land  of  Opportunity 

The  day  he  received  his  visa  to  travel  to 
the  U.S.  as  a  student  was  "the  most  exciting 
day  of  my  life."  In  1972,  he  headed  toward 
Ohio  to  pursue  a  master's  degree  in  Nuclear 
Engineering  at  the  University  of  Cincinnati. 
He  had  been  awarded  a  full  scholarship, 
including  tuition  and  a  research  assistantship. 

Landing  at  a  New  York  airport  two  hours 
shy  of  midnight,  Gautam  waited  for  his  pre- 
arranged ride — no  one  showed.  He  had  the 
phone  number  of  a  stranger  in  his  pocket 
(someone  a  friend  suggested  he  look  up  if  he 
had  time),  but  hesitated  to  call  so  late  at 
night.  Deciding  that  he  must,  he  asked  a  taxi 
driver  to  help  count  out  the  change  for  the 
call,  since  he  had  never  seen  American  coins. 
The  man  he  called  was  the  chairman  of  the 
Indo-American  Tea  Industries  and  was  gra- 
cious enough  to  give  Gautam  a  lift  and  offer 
accommodations  at  his  guest  house.  The 
next  day,  refreshed  and  ready,  Gautam 
headed  to  Ohio  to  begin  graduate  school  on 
his  second  day  in  the  United  States. 

After  graduation,  Gautam  enjoyed  teach- 
ing undergraduate  and  graduate  courses 
across  the  country.  He  worked  in  the 
evenings  as  an  adjunct  faculty  member, 
spending  six  years  in  his  favorite  state  of 
Arizona,  where  he  taught  Nuclear  Reactor 
Theory,  Radiation  Shielding  and  Dose 
Analysis,  Nuclear  Fuel  Cycle  Analysis,  and 
Nuclear  Licensing  and  Safety.  The  teaching 
coincided  with  his  employment  for  30  years 
in  the  nuclear  industry  in  Alabama,  Califor- 


(Above)  The  Sen  family;  Jeanne,  Robert,  Gautam, 
Jaminee,  Clay,  and  Neal. 

(At  left)  Gautam  and  his  daughter,  Jaminee,  at  her  birth. 
Seven  days  later,  he  started  law  school. 
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nia,  New  Jersey,  and  seven  other  states. 

What  does  he  value  in  the  United  States?  "It 
is  truly  the  land  of  opportunity — people  can 
do  what  they  want  to  do — the  sky's  the  limit." 

Calcutta  — Birthplace  of  Ideas 

While  he  enjoys  the  United  States  (espe- 
cially the  purity  of  the  Southwest),  he  never 
forgot  India — he  traveled  there  every  two 
years  to  visit  his  parents.  "Calcutta  is  a  city 
that  never  sleeps,"  says  Gautam.  "It  is  a  center 
of  commerce  and  industry,  art  and  culture, 
science  and  technology.  It  has  produced 
three  Nobel  Laureates,  including  one  for 
Economics  awarded  to  a  distant  Sen  relative. 
Another  winner  was  R.N  Tagore,  who 
received  his  prize  in  1913  for  literature  and 
had  a  great  influence  on  the  Sen  family.  He 
composed  songs  and  poems  in  Bengali,  one 
of  the  Romance  languages*.  Gautam's 
mother  learned  to  sing  the  semi-classical 
songs  at  Bishya-Varati  ("The  University  of 
the  World")  that  R.N.  Tagore  founded, 
receiving  vocal  instruction  from  Tagore  him- 
self. She  passed  these  lessons  on  to  Gautam, 
who  sings  the  beautiful  Bengali  songs  in  per- 
formances across  America. 

Language  has  long  been  important  to 
Gautam,  who  speaks  Bengali,  Hindi,  and  a 
little  bit  of  Russian.  Writing  comes  naturally, 
and  he  enjoys  creating  poems,  which  he 
composes  in  Bengali  and  English.  "I  gain  a 
lot  of  emotional  support  from  poetry,"  not- 
ing that  his  favorite  book  is  The  Library  of 
World  Poetry.  He  has  always  felt,  however, 
that  his  logical  thinking  process  could  be 
strengthened  by  pursuing  a  law  degree. 

Applying  Law  School  to  the  Real  World 

Another  reason  he  chose  law  school  was 


to  enhance  his  work  by  better  understanding 
nuclear  regulations.  He  wanted  exposure  to 
the  full  legal  spectrum  in  which  such  regula- 
tions are  promulgated.  Because  his  job  as  a 
Nuclear  Licensing  Manager  was  in  Vermont, 
he  looked  for  a  law  school  nearby  and  found 
Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law.  He  settled  in  Amherst  and  started  his 
studies  in  1998,  moving  his  family  from 
Nebraska  in  1999.  Together,  they  care  for  his 
94-year  old  father  who  lives  with  them. 

Graduating  in  May  of  this  year,  Gautam 
joins  three  relatives  who  also  pursued  law. 
His  grandfather  and  two  cousins  were  judges 
in  the  State  Supreme  Court  of  India.  The 
legal  system  there  is  British  and  very  formal. 
As  an  example,  you  are  not  allowed  to  cross 
your  legs  when  the  Magistrate  is  in  session.  If 
you  do,  they  will  be  uncrossed  for  you  by  a 
guard!  Overall,  Indian  citizens  are  much  less 
likely  to  litigate  than  Americans.  Only  if  they 
are  motivated  by  extreme  circumstances  will 
they  choose  legal  action — it  goes  against  the 
grain  of  society — one  that  values  tolerance 
and  understanding  over  confrontation. 

The  education  he  received  at  the  Law 
School  has  been  exceptional  from  both  an 
academic  and  training  perspective.  "There  is 
genuine  interaction  between  students  and 
professors — that  support  is  vital."  He  also 
appreciates  the  many  new  friends — people 
with  varied  backgrounds  "who  all  melted 
together  to  work  toward  the  same  goal." 

As  to  what's  next  for  Gautam,  he  would 
like  to  work  for  a  yet-to-be  established  law 
department  (of  which  a  nuclear  licensing 
department  can  be  an  integral  part)  at  Ver- 
mont Yankee  Nuclear  Power  Corporation 
(now  owned  by  Entergy**).  That  would  min- 
imize the  cost  of  obtaining  outside  legal  ser- 


vices. Eventually,  he  may  pursue  work  in 
Washington,  DC,  practicing  in  the  areas  of 
tax,  corporate  law,  and  patent  law.  And  he 
definitely  wants  to  return  to  teaching  two 
nights  a  week — "just  to  stay  in  touch  with 
the  academic  world." 

The  Power  Within 

Gautam  is  certainly  a  self-made  man. 
Reaching  his  goals  under  his  own  steam  has 
given  him  a  lot  of  satisfaction,  and  he  doesn't 
appear  to  be  slowing  down  anytime  soon. 

"Hinduism  has  a  philosophy  that  you  rely 
on  yourself  first.  We  are  each  born  with 
tremendous  strengths,  and  we  should  explore 
them  fully."  Gautam  notes  that  many 
philosophies  encourage  people  to  rely  on 
something  external,  without  utilizing  their 
own  capabilities. 

"External  help  evolves  as  you  seek  strength 
from  within.  Any  philosophy  of  life  should  be 
only  a  guide,  not  a  prescription,  but  rather  a 
complement  to  the  growth  of  inner  self, 
which  is  subjected  to  a  variety  of  conditions 
and  circumstances.  It  is  up  to  you  how  much 
you  use  them  together  to  meet  challenges. 

Every  day  of  every  life  has  its  peculiari- 
ties— its  own  charm  and  purpose — even  your 
own  five  fingers  are  different  lengths."  ♦ 

Footnotes: 

'Bengali  has  its  own  alphabet  and  is  one  of  the  most  direct 
derivations  of  Sanskrit,  a  language  spoken  for  thousands  of 
years. 

"  Entergy  is  a  Mississippi-based  company  and  one  of  the 
four  largest  power  conglomerates  in  the  United  States. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


Incoming  Students 


New  Crop 

of  First-year  Students 

Well-Prepared 

for  Future 

Challenges 


The  legal  community  can  look  forward  to  great  things  from  this  fall's 
incoming  class.  The  majority  of  first-year  students  have  come  to  the 
Law  School  with  impressive  LSAT  scores,  notable  grade  point  aver- 
ages, and  the  types  of  varied  backgrounds  sure  to  produce  ideas  that 
will  deepen  the  learning  experience  of  the  entire  class.  In  addition  to 
attracting  students  from  across  the  country,  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  welcomes  several  international  indi- 
viduals as  well. 

In  a  banner  year  for  the  Office  of  Law  Admissions,  this  fall's 
enrollment  goal  has  been  exceeded  by  more  than  10  percent.  Sherri 
Berendt,  assistant  dean  and  director  of  law  admissions,  said  the 
School  has  attracted  a  more  diverse  student  population,  particularly 
working  professionals. 

"We  are  seeing  more  applications  from  people  who  have  been  in 
the  workforce  for  a  number  of  years  and  want  to  return  to  school 
either  to  enhance  their  careers  or  fulfill  a  lifelong  dream  to  get  a  law 
degree,"  Berendt  said. 

The  School  extends  its  thanks  to  the  generous  alums  and  law 
firms,  which  include  Katy  Robertson  '90,  of  Bulkley,  Richardson,  and 
Gelinas  in  Springfield;  Christine  Chinni  '91,  of  Shipman  and  Good- 
win in  Hartford;  and  Katherine  Perrelli  '84,  of  Peabody  and  Arnold  in 
Boston;  who  hosted  three  successful  receptions  for  admitted  students. 


Incoming  Student  Statistics 

Applications: 

976 

Full-time: 

117 

Part-time:  WEm 

63 

States  Represented: 

24 

Percentage  of  men: 

52 

Percentage  of  women: 

48 

Percentage  of  minorities: 

12 

Average  CPA: 

3.0 

Alumni  Volunteers  Open  a  World  of  Opportunity 


Our  alumni  are  the  bridge  from  the  classroom  to  their  professions.  You  can  help  students  realize  their  potential  by  offer- 
ing mentoring,  networking,  or  employment  opportunities.  Let  your  success  today  help  open  doors  for  others  tomorrow. 


Yes,  please  contact  me  to  discuss  how 
I  can  assist  students  as: 

□  An  Alumni  Mentor 

□  An  Alumni  Contact  Files  Participant 

□  An  Alumni-in-Admissions  Volunteer 

□  An  Externship  Sponsor 

□  A  Prospective  Employer 


Name 


_Grad  Year 


Title 

Emolover 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Phone 

Email 
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GIVING  REPORT 


Annual  Campaign  Exceeds  Expectations 


he  2001-2002  Annual  Campaign  for  the  Law 
School  raised  $274,915  from  all  sources,  an 
increase  of  $135,945  over  last  year.  The  monies 
raised  this  year  include  a  significant  trust  distribu- 
tion, alumni  contributions  from  872  of  your  fellow  grads,  as 
well  as  gifts  from  students,  employees,  friends,  and  corporate 
matches.  Some  donors  gave  more  than  one  gift  and  others  gave 
through  payroll  deduction  or  regular  withdrawals  from  their 
credit  cards.  Another  $1,032  was  raised  through  alumni  use  of 
the  MBNA  credit  card,  whereby  purchases  create  a  contribution 
to  the  Law  School. 

Seniors  and  the  Student  Bar  Association  (SBA)  decided  to 
kick-start  their  alumni  giving  by  donating  $5  each  before  gradu- 
ation, and  pledging  to  give  $10  and  $15  over  the  next  two  years, 
respectively.  Twenty-one  students  contributed,  and  the  SBA  bol- 
stered their  gifts  with  additional  monies  to  bring  the  total  Class 
of  2002  gift  to  $250.  Their  example  shows  that  every  little  bit 
helps,  and  the  habit  of  giving  is  crucial  to  our  success.  The  2002 
alums  who  participated  were: 


Holly  Battige 
Mary  Block 
Simone  M.  Botti 
William  Broneill 
Megan  S.  Butow 
Chris  DiGeronimo 
Carmina  Fernandes 
Katherine  F.  Fletcher 
Ann  Griffin 
Sara  J.  Hulbert 
Mary  Kelleher 
Arianna  Kuntz 
Sonya  Lustig 


Janis  Mize 
Crescent  Moran 
Zoe  Moskowitz 
Melissa  L.  Pagel 
Douglas  Pierce 
Dawn  Shwartz 
Neil  A.  Smith 
Jodi  Stern 
Geoffrey  Stowell 
Sara  A.  Taylor 
Jason  Thomas 
Jason  Weathers 
Danielle  L.  Williams 


Scholarships,  the  focus  of  this  year's  campaign,  received 
$187,609  to  assist  current  and  future  students.  Of  this,  $176,226 
was  contributed  to  various  endowed  scholarship  funds  (such  as 
the  Catherine  Bean  Fund  and  the  Donald  J.  Dunn  Scholarship), 
including  three  new  scholarships:  the  Amy  and  Richard  L. 
Kohan  Scholarship  Fund,  the  Rodney  E.  and  Gail  M.  Blakesley 
Scholarship  Fund,  and  the  Grodsky  Family  Scholarship.  The 
remaining  $1 1,383  is  available  for  general,  unendowed  scholar- 
ships (called  "Law  Alumni  Scholarships"). 

The  Kohan  Scholarship  is  offered  to  an  incoming  or  return- 
ing full-time  law  student  with  demonstrated  financial  need  and 
academic  merit.  The  Blakesley  Scholarship  is  awarded  to  a 


third-  or  fourth-year  evening  division  student  who  demon- 
strates academic  excellence  and  may  have  financial  need. 

In  addition,  the  Law  Library  received  $8,230  in  donations, 
the  Moot  Court  $780,  and  the  Unrestricted  Fund  received 
$78,296. 

Many  thanks  to  all  who  gave,  easing  the  road  for  those  who 
follow  in  the  pursuit  of  legal  education.  Your  loyalty  and 
support  are  investments  in  our  future.  ♦ 


ANSWER  THE  CALL 

AND  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE 

Each  year,  the  School  of  Law  is  able  to  offer 
scholarships  to  prospective  students  because  of 

the  generosity  of  alumni.  From  November  4 
through  17,  volunteers  vi/ill  be  calling  in  the  hopes 
of  securing  donations  that  will  fund  scholarships 

and  other  Law  School  programs  for  the  most 
deserving  students.  Alumni  giving  plays  a  critical 

role  in  making  it  possible  for  individuals  of  all 
backgrounds  to  earn  a  law  degree. 

Last  year,  alumni  Phonathon  giving  totaled  more 
than  $30,000,  an  increase  of  nearly  $17,000  over 
the  previous  year.  Thirty-seven  percent  of  the 
alums  that  received  calls  during  the  Phonathon 
responded  with  pledges.  For  your  convenience, 
pledges  can  be  made  by  credit  card. 


Help  make  this  another  standout  year 
and  pledge  your  donation. 
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What  Will  Your 
Legacy  Be? 


Make  a  bequest  to  your 
alma  mater  and  share 
the  gift  of  knowledge 
with  future  generations 
of  alumni. 

Your  law  degree  has  made  it  possible  for  you  to  achieve  the  success 
you  deserve.  Take  the  opportunity  to  share  that  success  and  build  a 
lasting  legacy  by  assisting  younger  generations  in  experiencing  the 
same  advantages  afforded  you  by  your  first-rate  legal  education. 
A  tax-deductible,  planned  gift  to  the  School  will  allow  the  memory 
of  your  accomplishments  and  generosity  to  benefit  future  generations 
of  attorneys  and  professionals,  inspiring  in  them  the  same  appreciation 
for  the  law  that  has  been  the  benchmark  of  your  career. 


For  more  information  about  leaving  a  bequest  to  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  or  about  other  planned  giving  opportunities,  please  contact  Jim  Rich, 
director  of  foundation  relations  and  coordinator  of  planned  giving,  at  413-782-1373, 
or  write: 


Western  New  England  College 
Office  of  Development 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 
email:  develop@wnec.edu 
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Kathleen  and  WUliam  Kain  '77 

Plan  Legacy  for  Legal  Education 


by  Mary  Mazzaferro 

w 


illiam  "Bill" 
Kain  views 
the  practice 
of  law  as  an 
opportunity  to  help  others. 
Throughout  his  life  and 
career,  a  commitment  to  ser- 
vice has  motivated  Bill  to 
seek  out  opportunities  to 
make  positive  impacts  on 
the  communities  and  orga- 
nizations in  which  he 
belongs.  Today  Bill  and  his 
wife,  Kathleen,  are  planning 
to  serve  others  far  into  the 
future  with  the  development 
of  a  named  scholarship  to 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege School  of  Law  to  be 
funded  through  a  bequest 
from  their  estate. 

Growing  up  in  a  family  of 
lawyers,  Bill  seemed  destined 
for  a  law  career,  but  equally 
destined  to  use  his  education 
in  the  service  of  others. 
Indeed,  volunteerism,  philan- 
thropy, and  community  ser- 
vice were  a  part  of  the 
tradition  in  the  firm  of  Kain, 
Kain  &  Kain.  Bill  knew  his 
education  came  with  an  l| 
obligation  to  use  it  for  the 
betterment  of  society. 

Leaving  his  hometown  of  York,  PA,  for  college  he  headed  west 
to  the  University  of  Denver  where  he  fell  in  love  with  Kathleen 
and  the  rugged  beauty  of  the  Colorado  landscape. 

After  graduation.  Bill  and  Kathleen  joined  the  Peace  Corps  for 
two  years  where  they  worked  as  teachers  in  Iran.  Upon  their 
return  to  the  States,  they  continued  to  teach  in  Colorado. 

In  1974,  Bill  was  ready  to  head  to  law  school  and  chose  to 
earn  his  law  degree  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law.  Bill  says,  "I  liked  the  opportunity  to  study  at  a  smaller 
school  where  smaller  classes  allowed  more  personal  contact  with 
the  professors."  During  his  studies,  Kathleen  taught  elementary 
school  to  help  put  Bill  through  law  school. 

When  Bill  graduated  in  1977,  the  couple  settled  in  Grand 
Junction,  CO.  Bill  joined  the  D.A.'s  office  as  an  assistant  D.A., 
becoming  district  attorney  within  five  years.  He  also  served  as  a 
U.S.  prosecutor  and  part-time  as  a  municipal  court  judge.  Bill 


^^^^I^^HHm      saw  his  work  as  an  opportu- 
^^^^^^^H      nity  to  make  his  community 

i       ^^^^^^^1      safer  and  preserve  justice  for 

"^R^^^H      all  its  residents,  including  a 
j^^H      large  Hispanic  population 
served  by  the  municipal 
^^^^^^^  court,  whose  members  Bill 

^^^^^^^^      M  "^^^^  disadvantaged  by 

^^^^^^^^  ■  language  barriers  and  dis- 
crimination." Bill  worked  to 
promote  fair  treatment  of  all 
people  in  the  legal  system. 

Leaving  public  service,  Bill 
entered  private  practice  to 
focus  on  his  longtime  goal  of 
estate  planning.  Today,  the 
lion's  share  of  his  practice  is 
in  estate  planning,  which 
provides  him  the  satisfaction 
of  "helping  people  meet  their 
charitable  giving  and  family 
goals." 

Kathleen's  career  in  edu- 
cation has  presented  her  with 
opportunities  to  give  back 
to  the  community  as  well. 
Recently  retired,  she  served 
for  many  years  as  director  of 
Curriculum  Support  and 
Development  in  the  Grand 
Junction  public  schools  and  is 
president  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of 
Chipeta  Council. 

Bill  is  grateful  for  the  sup- 
port of  Kathleen  and  his  parents  in  helping  him  realize  his  goal 
of  earning  a  law  degree.  With  the  dream  of  helping  future  stu- 
dents meet  the  financial  obligations  of  law  school,  the  couple  has 
established  a  bequest  in  their  wills  to  fund  the  Kathleen  and 
William  Kain  Scholarship. 

Bill  says,  "It's  been  25  years  since  I  graduated  from  law  school, 
which  is  quite  a  landmark.  As  we  do  not  have  children,  we  were 
looking  for  a  way  to  use  our  life's  savings  in  a  meaningful  way 
through  our  wills.  My  experience  at  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege School  of  Law  was  very  positive  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
a  successful  and  rewarding  career.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  scholar- 
ship recipient  is  someone  who  not  only  is  deserving  academi- 
cally, but  has  real  financial  need.  We  also  hope  that  the  recipient 
would  be  interested  in  using  the  degree  in  service  of  society,  con- 
sistent with  our  own  contributions  to  the  Peace  Corps  and  public 
service."  ♦ 
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Scholarships  and  Bequests 


Blakesley  Trust 
Ready  to  Fund 
New  Scholarship 


by  Manon  L.  Mirabelli 


The  charitable  remainder  annuity  trust  bequeathed  to  the  School  of 
Law  by  Rodney  E.  and  Gail  M.  Blakesley  received  an  additional 
$11 7,000  from  their  estate  this  spring.  This  brings  the  total  value  of 
the  endowment  for  the  Rodney  E.  and  Gail  M.  Blakesley  Scholarship 
to  $158,000. 

The  terms  of  the  endowment  stipulated  that  the  scholarship  fund 
be  used  to  benefit  part-time  evening,  third-  or  fourth-year  law  stu- 
dents who  demonstrate  academic  excellence  and  who  may  also  have 
financial  need. 

Rodney  Blakesley  passed  away  August  2,  2001,  and  Gail  followed 
him  shortly  afterwards  on  November  2,  2001.  Both  alumni  of  the 
College,  the  Blakesleys  arranged  for  the  charitable  remainder  trust 
because  of  their  fond  memories  of  the  institution  where  they  met,  as 
well  as  "the  friends  we  made  and  the  caring  faculty,"  they  once  said. 

Gail  received  a  degree  in  management  in  1962,  and  Rodney  also 
earned  his  degree  in  accounting  in  1962.  He  went  on  to  earn  his  law 
degree  from  the  School  of  Law  in  1969. 

Also  new  this  year  is  the  Donald  J.  Dunn  Scholarship,  which  pro- 
vides for  a  student  who  has  completed  the  first  year  of  law  school  and 
whose  academic  performance  has  demonstrated  promising  academic 
achievement,  as  well  as  the  Amy  and  Richard  Kohan  Scholarship, 
designated  for  qualifying  law  students  based  on  financial  need  and 
academic  achievement. 

Ronald  Grodsky,  a  1973  law  graduate,  donated  his  first  of  five 
$2,000  gifts  towards  a  $10,000  named  scholarship. 

In  addition,  Richard  L.  Kohan  '82  donated  his  first  gift  of  $2,000 
toward  a  $10,000  scholarship:  The  Amy  and  Richard  L.  Kohan  Scholar- 
ship Fund. 


ScHOLARSfflPS  Offered  to  Entering  Students 
Each  year  a  number  of  partial  and  full-tuition  remission  scholarships 
are  awarded  to  applicants  whose  credentials  and  backgrounds  suggest 
they  are  likely  to  enrich  the  life  of  the  School  of  Law.  All  admitted 
applicants  receive  automatic  scholarship  consideration.  Typically, 
40  percent  of  admitted  applicants  are  offered  scholarship  support. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  Jr.  Scholarships 

Partial  TumoN  Scholarships 

Francis  S.  and  Ruth  M.  Oleskiewicz  Scholarship  Fund 

Katherine  M.  Connell  Scholarship 

John  J.  O'Connor  Scholarship 

Dorothy  F.  Sheehan  Scholarship 

Mariorie  Suluvan  Scholarship 

Scholarships  to  Returning  Students 

Achievement  Scholarships  are  awarded  each  year  to  returning  law 
students  on  the  basis  of  academic  performance  during  law  school. 
A  number  of  named  scholarships  are  also  awarded  to  returning  law 
students  as  follows: 


David  Nelson  Case  Memorlu.  Scholarship 

Law  Alumni  Scholarship 

John  M.  P.  O'Malley  Scholarship 

CArHERiNE  Bean  Street  Memorial  Scholarship 

Student  Bar  AssociAnoN  Scholarship 

George  Thompson  Memorial  Scholarship 

Donald  J.  Dunn  Scholarship 

Frank  P.  FrrzGERALO,  P.C.  Scholarship 


For  more  detailed  scholarship  information,  please  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/Admissions/Schoiarship.htinl 


ENVIRONMENTAL  LAW  CONFERENCE  TO  EXPLORE 

"Reclaiming  the  Great  Northeast  Rivers:  Science,  Economics,  Politics,  and  Law" 

Coming  to  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  in  April  2003 


This  spring,  the  School  of  Law  will  hold  its  second 
annual  conference  on  legal  environmental  issues. 
This  year's  presentation  will  feature  discussions  of 
the  Housatonic  River  and  Hudson  River  litigation,  as 
well  as  clean-up  issues  surrounding  the  Connecticut 
and  IVIerrimack  Rivers. 


Please  contact  conference 
organizer  Sam  Stonefield  at 
413-782-1441  or 
sstonefield@law.wnec.edu 
to  receive  notice  of  the  details 
of  the  event. 
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by  Linda  J.  Moye 


STUDENT  PROFILE:  I LONA  ADLER  '04 


LEARNING 
TO  SPEAK 
THE 

LANC;UAOE 
OF  LAW 


t  is  often  said  that  the  first-born 
is  a  serious  child,  driven  to  suc- 
ceed. The  first  child  of  Russian 
parents,  Michael  Avadayev  (a 
professor  and  trumpet  player  in  the  Sym- 
phony Orchestra),  and  Faina  (an  industrial 
engineer),  it  appears  Ilona  Adler  was  born 
to  excel. 

Her  appearance  bears  out  that  charac- 
terization— she  is  strikingly  beautiful,  with 
a  fearless  posture  and  large,  dark  eyes  that 
confirm  "I  can  do  anything." 
She  started  playing  the  piano  in  first  grade,  practicing  three  to  four  hours  every  day  until  she  was 
nearly  seventeen.  That's  when  her  parents,  in  1993,  fled  the  persecution  they  had  endured  as  Russian 
Jews  in  Azerbaijan.  Now  refugees,  they  brought  Ilona  and  her  five-year-old  sister,  Kamilla,  to 
Springfield,  MA,  to  forge  a  new  life.  At  least  they  knew  someone  there,  Ilona's  uncle  Alex. 
A  musician,  he  already  had  an  apartment  in  the  city.  Her  father  earned  a  living  in  this  new  country 
giving  music  lessons,  and  her  mom  found  work  as  a  Russian  translator. 
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student  Profile 


On  her  first  day  as  a  student  in  America, 
llona  found  herself  at  Commerce  High 
School  in  Springfield  understanding  noth- 
ing that  was  said  to  her.  Her  new  books 
were  unintelligible.  Because  she  wanted  to 
learn  English  as  quickly  as  possible,  she 
avoided  the  Russian  program  the  school 
offered,  choosing  instead  to  learn  from  her 
environment.  Through  complete  immer- 
sion in  the  English-speaking  world  she  now 
inhabited,  llona  began  to  speak  and  under- 
stand the  strange  new  language.  Years  later, 
fearing  her  English  wasn't  good  enough, 
she  hesitated  to  apply  to  law  school.  Would 
she  understand  the  complex  cases?  Would 
she  be  understood  in  class  and,  eventually, 
in  front  of  a  judge? 

One  day  at  her  new  school,  llona  began 
playing  the  piano — the  music  teacher  was 
astounded,  and  new  friends  began  to  notice 
the  quiet  girl's  talent.  Until  she  graduated, 
llona  practiced  piano  every  day  after  school 
and  was  the  official  pianist  for  the  school's 
Concert  Choir. 

Asked  if  the  schoolwork  in  Russia  is 
different  than  here,  she  answers,  "They 
have  a  lot  more  courses  in  Russia,  and  we 
cover  the  basics  earlier.  The  math  I  had  in 
6th  grade  wasn't  covered  here  until  the 
10th  grade."  In  Russia,  llona  attended  the 
Academy  of  Music  and  Arts  for  Special 
Students,  a  very  competitive  school  where 
many  students  had  personal  drivers  to 
escort  them  to  their  studies.  "There  were 
seven  or  eight  music  classes  on  top  of  all 
the  regular  courses  and  daily  piano  prac- 
tice. We  were  expected  to  give  four  or  five 
concerts  a  year  and  were  graded  on  them. 
My  worst  nightmare  was  to  get  a  B-I-." 

She  credits  the  discipline  and  the  com- 
petitive fervor  in  her  school  with  helping 
her  focus  in  law  school. 

llona  didn't  participate  in  sports  while 
growing  up,  nor  did  she  cook  or  clean.  She 
had  to  protect  her  fingers  for  the  beloved 
piano.  Sadly,  it  was  left  behind  when  the 
family  moved  to  the  United  States. 

To  this  day,  she  works  best  under  pres- 
sure, working  twice  as  hard  when  challenged 
by  a  difficult  situation.  And  she  enjoys  win- 
ning. Not  to  beat  out  others,  but  to  reach 
her  maximum  ability — to  beat  herself.  "I 
believe  I  have  what  it  takes  to  succeed." 

After  graduating  from  Commerce,  llona 
enrolled  at  Western  New  England  College, 
starting  out  as  a  criminal  justice  major. 
Although  her  parents  wanted  her  to  be  a 
classical  pianist,  settle  down  and  raise  a 


family,  llona  had  something  else  in  mind. 
She  remembered  how  women  were  treated 
where  she  came  from — they  had  few  rights 
and  were  always  inferior  to  men  in  her  pre- 
dominantly Muslim  country.  She  would  be 
different.  Professor  Joseph  Davy,  who  used 
the  Socratic  method  in  Introduction  to 
Criminal  Justice  (and  also  taught  at  the  Law 
School),  recognized  Ilona's  ambition  and 
convinced  her  to  change  her  major  to 
government  and  get  ready  for  law  school. 

It  was  a  teacher  in  Russia  who  first 
inspired  llona  to  break  out  of  the  mold  of 
what  others  expected  her  to  become.  Ali 
Mamedov,  who  taught  History  (also  using 
the  Socratic  method),  wasn't  like  other 
teachers.  He  expressed  his  political  opin- 
ions freely  and  encouraged  his  students  to 
do  the  same.  He  was  bold  and  open — this 
was  something  new  for  llona.  She  was 
never  bored  in  his  class. 

A  thirst  for  exploring  political  ideas  and 
challenging  the  status  quo  defines  llona 
today.  She  is  a  self-professed  "news  junkie" 
and  could  watch  MSNBC  or  political  pro- 
grams all  day  long  (if  she  had  the  time!). 
She  appreciates  the  opportunities  in  the 
United  States  because  she  can  express  her 
views,  get  a  J.D.,  and  practice  law,  none  of 
which  she  could  do  back  home. 

"But,  this  is  my  home  now,"  she  notes.  "I 
have  many  friends  from  different  cultures. 
And  people  are  friendly.  The  first  thing  I 
remember  about  coming  here  is  seeing 
strangers  on  the  street  just  smile  and  say 
"Hi."  That  never  happens  in  Russia." 

llona  keeps  in  touch  with  her  old  Russ- 
ian friends  (mostly  by  phone)  and  has  a 
community  of  Russian  friends  here  whose 
homes  are  always  open.  "I  go  to  a  lot  of 
parties"  she  says,  smiling.  Gatherings  are 
great  fun — abundant  with  people,  laughter, 
smoking,  good  food,  and  good  drink.  "There 
are  two  places  nearby  to  get  wonderful  Russ- 
ian bread  and  Russian  chocolates  and 
candies,"  she  notes. 

She  does  miss  the  spirit  of  her  home- 
land. The  people  spoil  themselves  a  little  bit 
and  believe  it  is  a  necessity  to  relax,  travel, 
and  take  vacations.  It  is  nothing  to  take  a 
two  or  three-hour  lunch  break.  They  are 
not  as  obsessed  about  work  as  we  are  in 
this  culture. 

You  wouldn't  know  that  by  the  way 
llona  works.  She  has  been  first  in  her  class 
since  starting  in  2000  and  joined  the  Law 
Review  this  semester.  She  works  full-time 
for  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human 


Services,  working  with  at-risk  kids.  She 
helps  them  find  housing,  refers  them  to  job 
training  and  educational  programs,  and 
serves  as  their  advocate.  Many  of  her  clients 
are  Russian-speaking,  so  she  has  proved 
invaluable  to  her  local  community.  She's 
also  raising  a  two  and  a  half  year-old 
daughter,  Lauren. 

There  is  no  piano  to  play,  and  no  time 
to  write  the  short  stories  she  loves.  She 
doesn't  even  have  time  to  read  the  Russian 
and  French  literature  she  enjoys,  but  these 
pleasures  may  return  after  law  school. 

For  now,  she'll  keep  studying,  cooking 
for  her  friends  and  family  (an  eclectic  style 
of  Russian  food,  soul  food,  and  Spanish 
spices),  and  dancing  with  friends  when  her 
mother-in-law  can  babysit.  How  does  she 
like  law  school?  "It's  one  of  the  best  things 
in  my  life.  People  have  been  so  helpful. 
Nancy  Sykes  [assistant  dean  of  law  student 
affairs]  has  helped  me  in  so  many  ways — I 
will  always  be  grateful  to  her." 

llona  is  open  to  the  idea  of  leaving  the 
area  after  graduation  and  hopes  to  one  day 
have  her  own  firm,  concentrating  on  busi- 
ness and  corporate  law  as  well  as  helping 
immigrants  from  her  country  and  doing  a 
good  share  of  pro  bono  work.  ♦ 


NAME:  llona  Adler  '04 


FAMILY:  2-1/2  yr.-old  daughter,  Lauren,  parents, 
Michael  and  Faina  Avadayev,  and  sister,  Kamilla 

EDUCATION:  Academy  of  Music  and  Arts  for 
Special  Students,  Russia;  Commerce  High  School, 
Springfield,  MA;  B.A.  Government,  with  a  minor  in 
Criminal  Justice,  VWEC,  1998;  J.D.  candidate  (part- 
time),  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law, 
2004 

LANGUAGES  SPOKEN:  Russian  (various 
dialects),  Farsi  (some),  Turkish  (some) 

EMPLOYMENT:  Case  manager  for  Dept. 
of  Health  and  Human  Services,  Springfield 
Previous:  security  officer,  piano  teacher 

HOBBIES:  dancing,  cooking,  music,  fashion, 
travel,  writing  short  stories 

RECENT  TRAVEL:  France,  Dominican 
Republic,  Canada,  Israel 

FAVORITE  BOOK:  Vie  Twelve  Chairs  by  Petrov 
("It  uses  sarcasm  to  expose  the  weakness  in  ^ 
the  Russian  system.")  ^ 

GREATEST  STRENGTH:  thrives  under  pressure 

LITTLE  KNOWN  FACT:  likes  to  socialize  as 
much  as  study 

MOTTO:  "Just  do  it!" 
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Sherri  Berendt:  Advancing  Admissions  Efforts 


by  Mary  Mazzaferro 


T 


here's  a  new  vitality  in  the 
Admissions  Office  infused  by  its 
new  Assistant  Dean  and  Direc- 
tor Sherri  Berendt.  Sherri  joined 
the  School  of  Law  administra- 
tion last  March  and  has  worked 
diligendy  with  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio  and  Asso- 
ciate Dean  William  Metzger  to  assess  the 
School's  recruitment  goals  and  develop  strate- 
gies to  meet  them. 

Sherri  comes  to  the  School  of  Law  from 
The  John  Marshall  Law  School  in  Chicago 
where  she  served  as  the  assistant  director  of 
admissions  for  three  years.  She  earned  her  J.D. 
from  The  John  Marshall  Law  School  and 
holds  a  bachelor's  degree  from  National  Louis 
University. 

In  July,  Joella  E.  McKay  joined  Sherri's  staff 
as  the  new  assistant  director  of  law  admissions. 

Perspectives  asked  Sherri  to  share  with 
alumni  her  goals  and  what  she  sees  as  chal- 
lenges for  the  School  of  Law's  recruitment 
efforts  and  discuss  what  role  alumni  can  play 
in  helping  the  School  to  continue  to  attract 
strong  candidates. 

Perspectives:  What  are  your  immediate  goals  for 
the  Admissions  Office  at  the  School  of  Law? 

Berendt:  Overall  I  am  committed  to  helping  the 
Law  School  meet  its  strategic  plan  goals.  It's  an 
ongoing  challenge  to  get  the  message  out  to  peo- 
ple who  may  not  have  considered  us  at  first  glance 
that  "Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
is  a  great  place  to  receive  a  legal  education." 

Perspectives:  What  types  of  students  are  you  cur- 
rendy  looking  to  recruit  in  the  Day  Program?  Who 
are  you  looking  to  admit  into  the  Evening  Pro- 
gram? 

Berendt:  The  Admissions  Office  looks  for  quality, 
well-rounded  applicants.  Numerically,  our  average 
LSAT  is  a  151.  Every  school  is  constantly  trying  to 
improve  its  LSAT  numbers.  We  look  not  just  for 
people  with  the  right  LSAT  and  CPA,  but  also  for 
people  who  are  going  to  bring  diversity  to  the 
classroom.  We  are  interested  in  people  from  all 
over  the  country,  of  varying  ages,  with  different 
educational  and  professional  backgrounds,  and 
with  different  life  experiences. 

Perspectives:  Why  is  it  important  that  the  School 
hold  to  certain  admissions  standards?  Is  there  a 
correlation  between  LSAT  performance  and  suc- 
cess in  law  school?  Can  LSAT  results  be  used  to 
predict  bar  passage  rates? 


Berendt:  The  question  of  standards  is  difficult  to 
answer  simply.  It  is  very  important  to  hold  to  cer- 
tain LSAT  standards,  even  though  everyone  knows 
someone  who  didn't  do  particularly  well  on  the 
LSAT  and  did  fine  in  law  school  and  is  now  a  good 
lawyer.  There  is  a  very  strong  correlation  between 
the  LSAT  and  first  year  average.  There  is  also  a 
strong  correlation  between  first  year  average  and 
bar  passage.  Also,  we  are  very  concerned  with  pre- 
serving and  advancing  the  reputation  of  Western 
New  England  School  of  Law  in  the  legal  and  legal 
education  communities.  One  way  to  do  that  is  to 
constantly  strive  for  higher  numeric  determiners, 
i.e.  LSATs  and  CPAs. 

Perspectives:  How  will  admitting  a  higher  caliber 
of  student  affect  the  School's  national  standing? 
How  will  improvements  in  this  area  benefit 
alumni? 

Berendt:  First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  state  that  the 
ABA  does  not  recognize  any  ranking  system. 
However,  as  long  as  law  school  applicants,  prelaw 
advisors,  and  employers  pay  attention  to  them,  we 
must  as  well.  A  large  part  of  the  rankings  is  based 
on  LSAT  scores  of  each  incoming  class.  Higher 
numbers  could  positively  affect  our  ranking  and 
help  our  reputation  overall.  This  also  helps  alums 
in  the  sense  that  their  degree  becomes  more  valu- 
able and  recognized. 

Perspectives:  What  are  some  of  the  marketing 
tools  you  plan  to  use  this  year  in  recruitment 
efforts? 

Berendt:  The  Admissions  Office  works  very 
closely  with  the  Marketing  and  Communications 
Department  to  update  our  publications  annually 
and  to  make  them  as  informative  and  aesthetically 
pleasing  as  possible.  Changes  to  the  website  are  in 


development  that  will  enhance  our  presence  there. 
We  also  do  a  number  of  targeted  mailings  to 
prospective  students  whose  numerical  indicators 
are  desirable  to  us.  We  plan  on  stepping  up  our 
advertising  campaign  as  well.  Some  of  the  best 
marketing  available  is  word  of  mouth.  So  the 
alums  should  continue  to  relay  their  positive  expe- 
riences about  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  to  prospective  students. 

Perspectives:  How  can  alumni  assist  your  office  in 
recruitment  efforts? 

Berendt:  In  addition  to  talking  positively  about  the 
Law  School  to  prospects,  there  are  many  ways  they 
can  help.  We  have  started  hosting  Admitted  Stu- 
dent Receptions  at  major  firms  in  nearby  cities.  If 
an  alum's  firm  can  help  us  out,  that  would  be  won- 
derful. Also,  we  invite  alums  to  speak  at  our  Open 
Houses  and  our  First  Year  Preview  (for  admitted 
students).  I  am  also  interested  in  reactivating  our 
Alumni-in-Admissions  Program  where  alums 
would  call  admitted  students  to  talk  to  them  about 
their  experiences  here.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the 
many  ways  that  alums  can  help. 

Perspectives:  How  important  are  alumni  giving 
and  scholarships  in  helping  you  to  recruit  the 
most  qualified  candidates?  How  does  alumni  giv- 
ing affect  the  Law  School's  nadonal  standing? 

Berendt:  Alumni  giving  is  very  important  to  the 
admissions  recruitment  effort.  First,  when  the 
annual  campaign  letter  goes  out,  there  is  an  option 
to  donate  your  money  to  scholarship.  Having  a 
healthy  scholarship  fund  allows  us  to  attract 
stronger  students.  Second,  one  of  the  things  con- 
sidered in  rankings  is  alumni  giving  and  how  that 
affects  financial  aid.  If  every  alum  gave  as  little  as 
$5,  there  would  be  an  enormous  impact  on  schol- 
arship opportunities. 

Perspectives:  Why  is  scholarship  funding  so 
important  to  recruitment  efforts  now? 

Berendt:  The  cost  of  a  legal  education  is  getting 
more  and  more  ex-pensive  every  year.  Every  dollar 
that  we  have  to  attract  a  candidate  helps  us  to 
make  our  institution  stronger  and  more  economi- 
cally feasible.  Also,  if  we  are  using  more  donations 
for  scholarship,  the  School  can  reallocate  institu- 
tional scholarship  money  to  other  areas  of  need 
such  as  updating  classrooms,  faculty  hiring,  and 
increasing  volumes  in  the  library.  ♦ 

Sherri  Berendt  can  be  reached 
at  413-782-1281  or  by  email  at 
sberendt@law.wnecedu 
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PERSPECTIVES 


study  Abroad 


students 

Broaden 
Horizons 

Overseas 


by  Linda  J.  Moye 


ummer  legal  education  can  be 
more  dramatic  than  a  hot  class- 
room in  Springfield — law  students 
can  find  themselves  in  Vienna, 
Berlin,  or  London  instead! 

A  few  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  students  recently 
took  advantage  of  summer  foreign  study, 
sponsored  by  various  U.S.  law  schools. 
Courses  abroad  are  taught  by  international 
and  visiting  faculty  who  are  well-versed  in 
the  intricacies  of  comparative  subjects.  If 
the  course  work  satisfies  our  Law  School's 
requirements,  and  the  student  is  in  good 
academic  standing,  credits  are  transferable 
(although  the  grades  are  not). 

Loyola  University  School  of  Law  (New 
Orleans)  offers  courses  in  Austria  which 
Peter  Graczykowski  '03  and  Marie  Sorensen 
'03  enjoyed  during  the  summer  of  2001. 
Course  offerings  included  Comparative 
Legal  Systems  (Austria/  Germany/United 
States),  European  Union  Law,  Comparative 
Bioethics,  International  Copyright  Law, 
Comparative  Cyberlaw,  and  Comparative 
Human  Rights. 

This  intellectual  excursion  included  trips 
to  the  Austrian  Supreme  Court  and  the 
Austrian  Parliament.  After-school  diver- 
sions such  as  the  Prater  (an  amusement 
park),  a  winery,  and  tours  of  the  old  city 
made  the  visit  memorable. 

Peter's  favorite  memory?  "...taking  a 
relaxing  cruise  on  the  Danube  to  the 
fortress  at  Durstein  where  Richard  the 
Lionheart  was  held  prisoner.  Along  the  way, 
we  feasted  our  senses  on  a  wide  variety  of 
mountainous  and  wooded  landscapes, 

(Above)  Peter  Graczykowski  and  friends  in  Venice,  Italy 

(At  right)  Peter  stands  in  front  of  the  Osterreichische 
Galerie  Belvedere,  Vienna,  Austria,  built  by  Lukas  Von 
Hildebrandt  b/t  1714-1723  as  a  summer  residence  for  the 
military  commander.  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy 


pastoral  vineyard  terraces,  and  tiny, 
picturesque  villages." 

Last  summer,  Peter  and  fellow  law  stu- 
dent, Kevin  Kerwin  '03,  traveled  to  Germany 
for  the  Fourth  International  Summer  School 
of  Dispute  Resolution  at  Humboldt  Univer- 
sity in  Berlin. 

Sponsored  by  Tulane  University  School 
of  Law  (New  Orleans),  German  and  Ameri- 
can students  learn  how  to  negotiate  and 
mediate  in  a  cross-cultural  setting.  This  was 
apropos  given  that  both  Peter  and  Kevin 
represented  your  alma  mater  as  members  of 
our  two  student  negotiation  teams  in 
regional  competitions.  Peter's  team  went  on 
to  place  fourth  in  the  nation,  (see  related 
story,  page  7). 

Choices  for  study  were  Intercultural 
Negotiation/Mediation,  International  Arbi- 
tration, and  Transnational  Civil  Litigation. 
Successful  completion  of  the  Negotia- 
tion/Mediation course  qualifies  students  for 
mediator  certification  in  most  U.S.  states. 

Extracurricular  activities  for  Peter  and 
Kevin  (and  some  friends  they  made  along 
the  way)  included  a  day  at  the  beach  on  the 
Baltic  Sea,  visits  to  Potsdam/Sanssouci,  and 
the  Reichstag  Building  (the  German  Parlia- 
ment) as  well  as  sightseeing  tours  by  river 
and  by  land. 


Tammy  Ciak  '03  got  in  as  much  sightseeing 
as  she  could  while  in  London  for  her  study 
abroad.  Offered  by  the  University 
of  Miami  School  of  Law,  her  courses 
included  International  Human  Rights  and 
Public  International  Law.  Between  classes, 
she  ventured  to  Paris,  Amsterdam  (where 
she  was  able  to  visit  family  who  live  there), 
Heidelberg,  Munich,  Vienna,  Venice, 
Florence,  and  Rome. 

You  never  know  where  you  might  learn 
something.  Seated  next  to  an  English  judge 
on  a  flight  from  Germany  to  London, 
Tammy  learned  what  it  takes  to  become  a 
barrister  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Students 
begin  with  either  a  law  degree  or  another 
degree  that  has  been  augmented  by  a  one- 
year  "conversion  course."  The  student  then 
participates  in  a  one-year  Bar  Vocational 
Course,  which  emphasizes  practical  skills 
such  as  Moot  Court  and  other  hands-on 
work  one  might  experience  in  an  internship 
or  externship.  Finally,  the  student  com- 
pletes a  one-year  "pupillage,"  doing  a  great 
deal  of  research,  writing,  and  reading. 
In  the  first  half  of  that  final  year  (called 
a  "Six"),  the  student  is  supervised  and 
assessed.  During  the  second  half  of  her 
"Sixes,"  she  has  her  own  caseload  and  repre- 
sents clients  in  court.  ♦ 
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FACULTY  PROFILE:  Professor  Eric  Gouvin 


The  WiT  and  MiSDOHof  Eric  Gouvin 


Bookmarked  on  his  computer  are  tongue-in-cheek,  online 
publications  such  as  SatireWire  and  The  Onion,  which  bills  itself  as 
"America's  finest  news  source."  It  comes  as  no  surprise  then  that  as  a 
student  at  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  graduated  cum  laude  with 
a  B.A.  in  American  Studies,  Professor  Eric  Gouvin  was  an  editor  of  the  campus  humor  magazine 
the  Cornell  Lunatic. 

That  good  humored  exterior  (so  good  humored  that  in  1984  he  cowrote  an  article  for 
National  Lampoon),  is  accompanied  by  the  intellectual  mind  of  a  brilliant  individual,  deep  thinker, 
widely  published  author,  and  an  expert  on  corporate  law  and  business  practices. 

In  addition  to  the  B.A.  from  Cornell,  Professor  Gouvin  received  his  law  degree  with  honors  from 
Boston  University  School  of  Law,  as  well  as  an  LL.M.  from  Boston  University  in  banking  law.  To  add 
to  his  already  impressive  credentials,  he  also  earned  his  Master  of  Public  Administration  degree,  with 
a  concentration  in  industry  analysis  and  regulation,  from  the  Kennedy  School  of  Government  at  Har- 
vard University  where  he  spent  his  sabbatical  in  1998-99  as  a  Kennedy  Fellow.  His  research  interests 
center  around  banking  issues,  especially  the  intersection  of  banking  law  and  corporate  law.  In  addi- 
tion, he  has  written  several  articles  on  cross-border  banking  in  the  NAFTA  countries. 


PERSPECTIVES 


Faculty  Profile 


Before  coming  to  the  Western  New  ling- 
land  College  School  of  Law,  Professor  Ciouvin 
practiced  law  for  Bernstein,  Shur,  Sawyer  and 
Nelson,  a  sixty-lawyer  firm  in  Portland,  ME. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  corporate/commer- 
cial department  of  the  firm  and  worked  on 
matters  for  national,  regional,  and  local 
clients. 

In  between  authoring  scholarly  and  legal 
publications  (more  than  20),  giving  presenta- 
tions at  national  conferences  (more  than  a 
dozen),  and  his  professional  associations  (five 
national,  one  in  Canada),  this  41-year-old, 
married  father  of  two  has  also  managed  to 
find  the  time  to  serve  on  a  variety  of  boards 
in  the  communities  in  which  he  has  resided. 

His  interests  are  so  broad,  Gouvin  can 
make  valuable  contributions  across  many 
boards,  including  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Appeals  and  Finance  Committee  in  several 
different  communities  from  Massachusetts  to 
Maine  since  the  late  1980s. 

His  interests  include  music  (he  once 
hosted  his  own  radio  show)  and  maritime 
history  (he  is  a  longtime  member  of  the 
Steamship  Historical  Society  of  America), 
and  he  has  an  intelligently  witty  sense  of 
humor.  Eric  Gouvin  is  as  diverse  a  person- 
ality as  one  could  find  teaching  lessons  of  the 
law  within  the  walls  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake 
Law  Center  at  Western  New  England  College. 

Professor  Gouvin,  born  the  second 
youngest  of  nine  children  in  Westerly,  RI, 
has  crammed  a  lot  of  living  into  his  life.  He 
has  spent  that  life  approaching  each  day 
with  a  renewed  vigor  and  existing  for  the 
moment.  "I  live  one  day  at  a  time,"  he  said. 

This  year.  Professor  Gouvin  begins  his 
12th  year  teaching  law  at  the  School  of  Law. 
That  time  has  steadily  crept  up  on  him  with  a 
stealth  force  that  has  caught  him  by  surprise. 
"It's  always  surprising  when  you  look  at 
things  like  that.  I  think  I'm  still  regarded  as 
'junior  faculty'  around  here,"  he  noted.  "But 
it's  been  a  lot  of  fun.  I  really  enjoy  teaching." 

Teaching,  he  said,  has  been  an  ongoing 
learning  experience  for  himself,  as  well  as  his 
students,  from  whom  he  has  discovered 
different  points  of  view.  "I  thought  I  knew 
this  stuff  really  well,  but  then  someone 
comes  along  with  another  perspective,  and 
you  can't  help  but  see  things  differently." 

And  because  of  the  School's  unique  and 
accessible  part-time  day  and  evening  pro- 
grams, the  School  attracts  a  varied  popula- 
tion of  students  of  all  ages  and  from  many 
different  walks  of  life.  These  students. 


Ciouvin  observed,  bring  with  them  back- 
grounds that  enrich  the  educational 
experience  for  everyone  in  class,  including 
the  professor. 

In  fact,  one  of  Gouvin's  best  courses  was 
a  class  in  Securities  Transactions  in  which 
were  enrolled  a  representative  of  the  Federal 
Housing  Administration,  two  bankers,  an 
employee  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  State,  and  the  co-owner  of  a  leasing 
company. 

Each  professional.  Professor  Gouvin  said, 
approached  the  course  with  a  diverse  out- 
look to  the  same  subject  matter.  It  made  for 
lively  class  discussion.  "It  was  a  highly 
successful  class,  and  I  learned  a  lot  from 
them,"  he  said. 

Of  all  his  classes,  though,  first-year 
Contracts  is  his  favorite,  Gouvin  revealed, 
because  of  the  excitement  among  the  stu- 
dents and  his  own  opportunity  to  make  a 
mark  on  their  thought  processes.  He  also 
enjoys  witnessing  the  connection  students 
make  with  the  material  he  is  presenting. 


reducing  seven  bound  issues  to  three 
updated  and  revised  loose-leaf  binders. 

"In  the  early  1990s,"  Gouvin  said,  "I 
wrote  an  article  about  the  dilemmas  faced  by 
the  directors  of  subsidy  corporations.  They 
are  torn  between  a  responsibility  to  their 
parent  shareholders  and  their  duty  to  the 
subsidiary  corporation  itself  as  a  separate 
legal  entity.  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  article  to 
Professor  Blumberg  because  he's  the  world's 
foremost  living  expert  on  corporate  groups. 
Not  only  did  he  read  the  reprint,  he  called 
me  and  wanted  to  have  lunch  to  discuss  my 
ideas.  We  struck  up  a  friendship,  and  after  a 
couple  more  meetings,  he  asked  me  to  help 
him  revise  the  treatise  with  a  primary  focus 
on  areas  of  financial  holding  companies." 

For  the  past  year.  Professor  Gouvin  has 
also  been  a  Business  Organizations  Fellow  for 
the  Center  for  Computer- Assisted  Legal 
Instruction  (CALI).  A  team  of  five  CALI  fel- 
lows has  developed  a  full  set  of  computer- 
based  lessons.  "I'm  doing  it  because  I'm 
interested  and  thought  it  would  be  fun. 


"J  have  a  chance  to  make  an  impression  on  these 

fresh  minds.  That's  scaty,  but  thrilling/' 


"They're  eager,  excited,  prepared,  and  it's 
all  new  to  them,"  he  said.  "I  have  a  chance  to 
make  an  impression  on  these  fresh  minds. 
That's  scary,  but  thrilling." 

In  addition  to  his  teaching  responsibili- 
ties at  the  School,  Professor  Gouvin  has  also 
taught  on  several  occasions  as  a  visiting 
professor  at  the  University  of  Connecticut, 
teaching  courses  in  Business  Organization 
and  Secured  Transactions.  Last  fall  he  taught 
at  UConn  while  maintaining  a  regular 
course  load  at  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law. 

And  his  association  with  the  University  of 
Connecticut  does  not  end  there.  Professor 
Gouvin  has  teamed  with  UConn  Professors 
Phillip  Blumberg  and  Kurt  Strasser  and 
Indiana  University  Professor  Nicholas 
Georgakopoulos  to  revise  and  update 
Professor  Blumberg's  seven-volume  treatise 
on  the  law  of  corporate  groups.  That  volume 
covers  a  treatise  written  over  an  11-year 
period  from  1983-1994.  The  professors  are 
again  working  together  on  a  second  edition, 


It's  also  a  chance  to  work  closely  with  profes- 
sors from  other  institutions,  which  can  be 
very  rewarding  professionally  and  personally. 
That  kind  of  coUegiality  and  flexibility  is  what 
makes  teaching  such  a  great  job,"  he  said. 

While  he  does  miss  the  immediacy  of 
solving  problems  for  clients  as  he  once  did 
as  a  practicing  attorney.  Professor  Gouvin 
prefers  and  enjoys  the  world  of  academia — 
a  world  in  which  he  is  fortunate  enough  to 
be  able  to  pursue  projects  such  as  CALI 
and  the  one  on  which  he  embarked  with 
Phillip  Blumberg. 

"Life  is  full  of  choices.  I  made  a  conscious 
choice  when  I  left  practice  and  I  haven't 
regretted  it,"  he  asserted.  "It's  hard  to  imag- 
ine a  better  job  than  teaching  in  a  law 
school.  Teaching  suits  me  better." 

For  our  students,  Eric  Gouvin's  greatest 
lesson  may  be  that  wit  and  wisdom  are  truly 
two  sides  of  the  same  coin.  ♦ 
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FACULTY  &  STAFF  NOTES 


A' 


Charlene  Allen,  assistant  dean 
and  director  of  Career  Ser- 
L  ''  i     vices,  and  Katie  Schendel, 

9^  '  '  ■  assistant  director  of  Career 
Services,  attended  tiie  annual 
National  Association  for  Law 
Placement  (NALP)  conference 
in  Kansas  City  where  Char- 
lene Allen  was  elected  as  the  Northeast  Law 
School  Nominating  Committee  representative 
and  appointed  as  the  northeast  vice  chair  of  the 
Small  and  Medium  Employers  Committee.  Also, 
Katie  Schendel  was  a  panelist  on  a  program  enti- 
tled "Focus  on  Careers  in  Intellectual  Property." 


William  Baker,  professor  of 
law,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Pioneer  Valley  Estate  Planning 
Council  meeting  held  in  May 
2002.  The  topic  was  "Benefits 
and  Uses  of  Joint  Trusts." 


Jamison  Colburn,  professor 
of  law,  submitted  an  article  on 
the  Administrative  Procedure 
Act  Re-conceptualization  that 
was  listed  as  a  working  paper 
in  the  Columbia  Public  Law 
Research  Paper  series. 


Richard  P.  Cole,  professor  of 
law,  recently  presented  a  paper 
on  the  law  regulating  the 
#  '  financing  of  sports  stadiums 
at  the  Midwest  Popular  Cul- 

t  ture/ American  Culture  Associ- 
ation  Conference  held  October 

i  4-6  in  Milwaukee,  WI. 


jj  jif"  ^  Donald  J.  Dunn,  associate 
I  ^  \       dean  for  library  and  informa- 

■f    ■     '    ^  tion  services,  was  recently 
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appointed  to  two  national 
committees.  He  was  named 
chair  of  the  American  Associ- 
ation of  Law  Libraries' 
Executive  Director  Search 
Committee.  This  committee  is  charged  with 
recruiting  a  new  executive  director  for  the  5,000- 
member  association.  He  was  also  reappointed  to 
a  two-year  term  on  the  American  Bar  Associa- 
tion's Gavel  Awards  Screening  Committee.  This 
committee  evaluates  books  published  during  the 
previous  year  that  have  been  exemplary  in  help- 
ing foster  the  American  public's  understanding 
of  the  law.  The  Silver  Gavel  Awards  ceremony, 
now  in  its  45'^^  year,  was  held  in  August  of  2002 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Bar 
Association.  In  August  2001,  Professor  Dunn 
began  serving  a  two-year  term  as  president  of 
scribes  for  the  American  Society  of  Writers  on 
Legal  Subjects.  This  thousand-plus  member 
organization  is  devoted  to  improving  the  qual- 
ity of  legal  writing  among  lawyers,  judges,  law 
students,  and  academics. 

Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  dean  of 
the  School  of  Law,  submit- 
ted "Electronic  Real  Estate 

.  ■»,  ■ 

Records:  A  Model  for  Action" 
—  for  publication  in  the  Western 

New  England  Law  Review. 
^  ^  Dean  Gaudio  has  also  submit- 

■■  ted  an  article  to  be  published 

as  a  chapter  in  Patton  on  Titles  (WestGroup)  titled 
"The  Emergence  of  Electronic  Conveyancing." 

Dean  Gaudio  was  a  speaker  at  a  seminar  on 
the  passage  of  the  Federal  Electronic  Commerce 
Act  (E-Sign)  in  April  2002. 


Eric  Gouvin,  professor  of 
law,  published  a  chapter  in 
Financial  Modernization 
After  Gramw-Leach-Bliley 
(2002  Patricia  McCoy  ed.) 
entitled  "Financial  Holding 
Company  Liability  After 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley." 


Lenese  Herbert,  associate 
professor  of  law,  was  a  guest 
lecturer  at  Saint  Joseph  Col- 

  lege's  2002  CREC  Summer 

\  ^\^^^  Institute  on  Political  Studies. 
W  Professor  Herbert's  topic, 

ift''^^^  "Your  Freedom  from  Gov- 
^  ernment:  Civil  Liberties," 

prompted  a  lively  discussion  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  the  Supreme  Court,  and  popular 
(mis)conceptions  surrounding  the  Court's 
interpretation  of  the  amendments'  largesse. 

In  June  of  2002,  Professor  Herbert  attended 
the  Sixth  Annual  Northeast  People  of  Color 
Legal  Scholarship  Conference,  entitled:  "9/1 1: 
Global  and  Professional  Responsibility."  The 
conference  was  held  at  The  University  of  the 
West  Indies  in  Barbados,  where  it  was  attended 
by  U.S.  and  Barbadian  professors,  lawyers,  pro- 
prietors, and  the  first  female  attorney  general  of 
Barbados,  Mia  Mottley. 

During  the  academic  year  2002-2003,  Profes- 
sor Herbert  will  be  a  visiting  professor  at 
Albany  Law  School,  Union  University,  located  in 
Albany,  NY.  There,  Professor  Herbert  will  teach 
Administrative  Law,  Criminal  Law,  Criminal 
Procedure,  and  Evidence. 


OFFICE  HOURS 

FACULTY  OFFICES  REVEALED! 

The  spring  Issue  of  Perspecf/Ves  featured  an  alumni  challenge  to  see 
how  well  our  alumni  could  match  photos  of  faculty  offices  to  their 
occupants.  The  game  was  posted  on  the  School  of  Law  website 
(www.law.wnec.edu/offlcehours)  for  alums  to  make  their  guesses. 

For  those  who  haven't  visited  the  site,  below  are  the  correct  answers 
to  the  faculty  office  challenge. 

1-  Professor  Leora  Harpaz  4-  Professor  James  W.  Gordon 

2-  Professor  William  G.  Baker        5-  Professor  Amy  B.  Cohen 

3-  Professor  Art  Wolf  6-  Professor  Frederick  D.  Royal 
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John  Lawrence  HUl,  visiting 
professor  of  law,  lias  written 
three  books  and  is  in  the 
process  of  writing  another. 
)^  He  has  authored  numerous 
^^^m  book  chapters,  conferences, 
and  papers  and  has  had  arti- 
■Bi  cles  appear  in  the  New  York 
University  Law  Review,  Cornell  Law  Review, 
Marquette  Law  Review,  Denver  Law  Review, 
Iowa  Law  Review  and  the  Hastings  Constitu- 


tional Law  Quarterly. 


Arthur  Leavens  is  now  the 

it  associate  dean  for  Academic 
I  Affairs.  Dean  Leavens  will  con- 
R  tinue  to  have  responsibility  for 
the  same  functions  as  he  has  in 
the  past.  In  addition,  he  will 
oversee  Student  Affairs,  Student 
Records,  and  the  clinics. 


Joella  McKay  '01,  has  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Law  School  as  assistant  director  of  Admissions. 

Jennifer  Martin,  assistant 
professor,  published  "Four 
sons  on  the  Law  of 
tracts  for  CALI  (Com- 
r  Assisted  Legal  Instruc- 
) — Good  Faith,  Implied 
s.  Interpretation,  and 
irranties."  She  has  also  sub- 
mitted for  publication  "Another  Lesson 
on  the  Law  of  Contracts  for  CALI — Promises." 


William  Metzger  is  now 

associate  dean  for  admissions, 
alumni  affairs,  and  career 
services.  Dean  Metzger  will 
also  be  responsible  for  Law 
School  publications. 


Sam  Stonefield,  professor 
of  law,  published  a  chapter 
in  Real  Estate  Financing 
(Matthew  Bender  2002) 
^_  entitled  "Recent  Trends  in 
Real  Estate  Financing."  Pro- 
A'^  y  fessor  Stonefield  recently 

J^£^^|  spoke  about  predatory  lend- 
ing  at  a  program  entitled  "Breaking  the  Cycle  of 
Consumer  Abuse"  sponsored  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Office  of  Consumer  Affairs  and  Business 
Regulations.  He  was  also  a  speaker  at  a  seminar 
on  the  passage  of  the  Federal  Electronic 
National  Commerce  Act  (E-Sign)  in  April  2002. 

.^ff'^gStpitK^  Katherine  Van  Tassel,  assis- 
'  TI^^^'^^B  tant  professor  of  law, 
published  "The  Consumer 
.  f  '  Expectation  Test  and  Prod- 
uct Liability  for  Biotech 
Foods,"  in  the  National  Food 
Processors  Association  Jour- 
nal 14  (June  2001).  She  also 
published  her  paper  entitled  "The  Impact  of  the 
Proposed  Patient  Bill  of  Rights  on  Massachu- 
setts Law,"  in  the  April  2002  issue  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Law  Tribune.  In  addition,  Profes- 
sor Van  Tassel  published  "A  Bipartisan  Patient 
Protection  Act"  in  The  Western  Massachusetts 
Law  Tribune  in  May  2002. 

Professor  Van  Tassel  was  recently  appo, 
to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  liti 
section  of  the  American  Association  of  Law 


Schools  and  named  its  treasurer.  She  also  served 
as  a  panelist  for  "The  Basics  of  Handling  Med- 
ical Malpractice  Cases"  seminar  on  March  21, 
2002.  The  seminar  was  sponsored  by  the  Health 
Law  section  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Associa- 
tion and  cosponsored  by  the  Institute  for  Leg- 
islative and  Governmental  Affairs  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

■■■^■1^^  Val  Vojdik,  recently  pro- 
^jfljl^H^^   moted  to  associate  professor 

itX  >  ^1  articles 
'W'  published.  "Gender  Outlaws: 

•^V,  E   Challenging  Masculinity  in 

Traditionally  Male  Institu- 
f^l  t'ons"  in  y  7  Berfc/ey  Women's 
■B^  '  ^  Law  Journal  68  (2002),  and 
"The  Invisibility  of  Gender  in  War"  published 
in  a  special  volume  on  Gender  and  War  in  the 
July  issue  of  Duke  Journal  of  Gender  Law  and 
Policy.  Ms.  Vojdik  presented  her  article,  "Gender 
Outlaws,"  at  a  faculty  forum  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  Labor  Center  in  May  2002.  She 
also  spoke  on  a  panel,  "Do  Ask,  Do  Tell;  Women 
in  the  Military,"  at  the  2002  Dinner  Program  of 
the  Maine  State  Bar  Association's  Women's  Law 
Section.  In  addition.  Professor  Vojdik  was  an 
invited  guest  at  the  Annual  Bram  Fisher  Lecture 
sponsored  by  the  Legal  Resource  Center  in 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  in  April  2002,  and 
will  be  a  visiting  lecturer  at  the  University  of 
Cape  Town  this  fall. 


Bonnie  Koneski-White  is  now 

the  director  of  Law  Library 
Services.  She  will  be  contribut- 
ing a  column  on  Law  Library 
resources  beginning  with  this 
issue  of  Perspectives. 
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CALLING  ALL  ALUMNI 

DIAL-A-LAWYER  PROGRAM  TO  OFFER  FALL  AND  SPRING  SESSIONS 


Now,  alumni  and  attorneys  in  the  area  can 
donate  their  time  and  expertise  twice  a  year  as 
the  Dial-a-Lawyer  Program  will  now  offer  fall  and 
spring  sessions.  Join  your  fellow  lawyers  at  the 
College's  Campus  Center  to  field  questions  from 
the  general  public  seeking  free  legal  advice 
through  this  important  public  service  program. 


The  fall  session  will  be  held  on  October  30,  2002. 
The  spring  session  is  scheduled  for  May  14, 2003. 

To  volunteer  or  learn  more,  contact  Pat 
Plasse  of  the  Western  Massachusetts  Bar 
Association  at  413-731-5134. 


PERSPECTIVES 


New  Faculty 


Distinguished  Educators  to 
Teach  at  School  of  Law 


by  Manon  L.  Mirabelli 


Tvvo  new  faculty  members  have  joined  the  School  of 
Law — one  as  an  assistant  professor  and  another  as  a  vis- 
iting professor  on  leave  from  the  St.  Thomas  University 
School  of  Law.  Both  bring  with  them  impressive  creden- 
tials and  a  wealth  of  legal  knowledge  sure  to  enhance  the 
educational  experience  of  our  law  students. 

Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  dean  of  the  School  of  Law,  said  the 
addition  of  Jamison  E.  Golburn  and  John  Lawrence  Hill 
to  the  faculty  will  provide  students  with  a  broader  educa- 
tional experience. 


"Jamie  and  John  will  enrich  our  curriculum  in 
numerous  ways,"  Dean  Gaudio  said.  "Jamie  has  envi- 
ronmental law  experience  that  will  broaden  student 
perspectives  beyond  the  classroom  materials.  John  has 
teaching  experience  and  a  scholarship  production  that 
will  add  to  our  students'  learning  experiences.  We  are 
proud  and  honored  to  have  each  of  them  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law." 


Jamison  E.  Colburn 

Assistant  Professor  ofLctw 
BA..  The  State  University  of 
New  York,  Plattsburgh 
J.D.,  Rutgers  University 
School  of  Law 
LL.M.,  Harvard  Law  School 
J.S.D..  Columbia  University 


An  expert  in  environmental  law,  Professor  Golburn  repre- 
sented the  United  States  and  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  in  several  high  profile  cases.  From  1998  until  2000, 
he  was  a  Michael  F.  Vaccaro  honors  attorney  fellow  and  assis- 
tant regional  counsel  with  the  United  States  Environmental 
Protection  Agency.  He  is  also  a  collaborator  with  the  Project 
on  Public  Problem  Solving  (POPPS),  a  research  collective 
studying  local  and  regional  participatori'  organizations  that 
play  collaborati\'e  roles  in  environmental  protection  and  edu- 
cation reform.  Most  recently.  Professor  Colburn  taught  Legal 
Research  and  Writing  and  Legal  Methods  as  an  associate  in 
law  at  Columbia  Law  School  in  New  York. 


John  Lawrence  Hill 

Visititig  Professor  of  Law 
BA..  Northern  Illinois  University 
M.A..  Northern  Illinois  University 
J.D.,  Georgetown  University 
Law  Center 

Ph.D.,  Georgetown  University, 
Kennedy  Institute  of  Ethics 


Visiting  from  St.  Thomas  University  School  of  Law,  in  Florida, 
Professor  Hill  teaches  a  wide  range  of  legal  courses,  including 
Constitutional,  First  i\mendment.  Criminal  and  Family  Law, 
as  well  as  Ethics  and  Medicine,  Jurisprudence,  and  (Contracts. 
A  widely  published  author,  Professor  Hill  has  written  three  books 
and  is  in  the  process  of  writing  another  He  has  authored  numer- 
ous book  chapters  and  papers  and  has  had  articles  appear  in 
prestigious  legal  publications  such  as  the  New  York  University 
Law  Review,  Cornell  Law  Review,  and  the  Hastings  Constitu- 
tiorial  Law  Quarterly.  Professor  Hill  has  taught  law  at  \\'estem 
State  University  College  of  Law  in  FuUerton,  CA,  as  well  as  the 
Illinois  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago-Kent  College  of  Law. 
He  also  tauglit  philosophy  courses  from  1983  until  1994  at  the 
University  of  Illinois,  Chicago  Department  of  Medical  Humanities, 
Northern  Illinois  University,  University  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  Saddleback  Community  College. 
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by  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf,  Director 


Institute  for  Legislative 
and  Governmental  Affairs 


Continuing  the  Institute's  commitment  to  bringing  com- 
mittees of  the  State  Legislature  to  the  Law  School,  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Government  Regulations  con- 
ducted hearings  on  the  deregulation  of  the  electric 
industry.  With  the  assistance  of  Representative  Gale  D. 
Candaras  '82  (13th  Hampden)  and  the  generous  cooperation  of 
House  Chair  Daniel  Bosley  (2nd  Berkshire),  the  Joint  Committee 
heard  testimony  from  a  wide  variety  of  witnesses,  including  industry 
representatives,  residential  and  commercial  consumers,  and  compa- 
nies that  generate  and  distribute  electric  power.  In  the  round  table 
"cracker  barrel"  forum,  the  committee  heard  public  opinion  regard- 
ing restructuring  of  the  electric  industry  begun  with  the  passage  of 
Chapter  164  of  the  Acts  of  1997,  which  started  the  process  that 
opened  the  industry  to  competition  in  hopes  of  reducing  prices.  The 
forum  is  part  of  a  statewide  series  instituted  last  year  by  Speaker  of 
the  House  Thomas  M.  Finneran  and  the  House  Chairs  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Energy  and  Government  Regulations  to  elicit  feedback 
from  providers  or  customers  before  finalizing  an  action  plan.  Can- 
daras is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Government  Regulations. 
The  presence  of  commissioners  from  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Telecommunications  and  Energy  added  to  the  productivity  and 
openness  of  the  hearings.  Lively  exchanges  characterized  the  entire 
session. 

For  the  second  year,  the  Institute  also  supervised  the  summer 
program  for  two  interns  from  Siena  College,  Megan  Cahill  '03,  and 
Elizabeth  Virga  '03.  Through  a  unique  program  created  by  Dr. 
Leonard  Cutler  of  the  Siena  faculty,  two  of  its  students  spent  eight 
weeks  at  the  Law  School  engaged  in  a  legislative  project.  Undertak- 
ing legal  research,  field  interviews,  and  visits  to  the  Legislature  in 
Boston,  Liz  and  Megan  found  themselves  in  the  middle  of  an 
intriguing  problem  of  contemporary  life:  the  Internet  display  of  pic- 
tures of  women  allegedly  seeking  abortions.  Called  the  "Nuremberg 
Files,"  the  website  is  designed  to  "expose"  women  whom  the  website 
owners  believe  are  seeking  to  terminate  a  pregnancy.  The  project 
raised  interesting  questions  relating  to  privacy,  the  First  Amend- 
ment, intimidation,  federalism,  and  other  fascinating  legal  questions. 


Liz  and  Megan  prepared  an  extensive  piece  of  writing  with  legisla- 
tive recommendations  that  will  lead  to  the  drafting  and  introduc- 
tion of  bills  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  to  secure  the  privacy 
rights  of  women  seeking  medical  assistance. 

A  major  feature  of  the  Institute's  agenda  during  the  spring 
semester  was  the  presentation  of  Continuing  Legal  Education  semi- 
nars for  members  of  the  bar,  paralegals,  and  students.  With  the 
cooperation  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association  and  the  four 
Western  Massachusetts  bar  associations,  the  Institute  has  been  able 
to  bring  these  programs  to  the  Law  School  with  discounted  rates  for 
our  graduates  and  current  students.  These  special  arrangements  will 
continue  into  the  2002-2003  academic  year.  The  Law  School  faculty 
has  also  played  an  important  role  in  these  presentations. 

Last  spring,  the  Institute  cosponsored  four  CLE  programs.  In 
March,  the  program  focused  on  "The  Basics  of  Handling  Medical 
Malpractice  Cases."  With  Lisa  Arrowood  serving  as  chair,  the  distin- 
guished panel  discussed  the  initial  evaluation  of  the  case,  the  use  of 
experts  and  demonstrative  evidence,  and  many  practical  suggestions 
in  litigating  these  civil  actions.  Joining  Professor  Katharine  Van  Tas- 
sel on  the  panel  were  Attorneys  Melinda  Phelps  '83,  John  Agostini, 
and  Chris  Dodig. 

In  April,  we  presented  two  CLE  programs:  "Child  Support  Guide- 
lines Update"  and  "Defending  and  Prosecuting  OUI  Cases."  Chaired 
by  Attorney  Mary  Socha  '70,  the  first  panel  featured  Justices  David 
Sacks  and  Geoffrey  Wilson  of  the  Massachusetts  Probate  and  Family 
Court.  Joined  by  Attorneys  Veronica  Fenton  and  Sara  McCollum  '84, 
the  panelists  discussed  the  drafting  and  implementing  of  the  new 
Child  Support  Guidelines,  which  became  effective  on  February  15, 
2002.  The  judges  and  the  attorneys  offered  many  practical  sugges- 
tions on  how  to  argue  cases  under  the  new  guidelines. 

The  second  program  in  AprU  centered  on  prosecuting  and  defend- 
ing OUI  cases  in  Massachusetts.  Program  Chair  Howard  Safford  '82, 
assistant  district  attorney  from  Hampden  County,  opened  the  pro- 
gram with  a  reminder  that  operating  a  motor  vehicle  under  the  influ- 
ence is  one  of  the  most  frequently  tried 
criminal  charges  in  the  district  courts.  With 
the  helpful  commentary  of  Justice  John  Payne 
"81,  Professor  Tina  Cafaro  '95,  and  Attorneys 
Andrew  Padellaro  and  Jeffrey  Yelle,  the  pan- 
elists explored  a  range  of  issues  that  arise  in 
OUI  prosecutions.  Adding  to  the  allure  of  the 
program,  ADA  Safford  invited  two  fellow 
employees  to  drink  wine  over  a  period  of 
time  during  the  seminar.  Later  in  the  pro- 
gram, Sgt.  Ralph  Gould  Jr.  (Hadley  PD.)  and 
Sgt.  Thomas  Long  (Springfield  P.D.)  invited 
the  two  "drinkers"  to  join  them  in  the  hallway  to  conduct  sobriety 
tests.  The  demonstration  was  most  colorful. 

On  May  30,  the  Institute  presented  its  last  CLE  program  for  the 
year:  "Recent  Developments  in  Family  Law."  Designed  to  bring  par- 
ticipants up  to  date  in  this  important  area  of  practice,  Justices 


(Above)  Siena  College  students  Elizabeth  Virga  and  Megan  Cahill  (rear)  discuss  bill  drafting  with  Judiciary  Committee  Counsel  Kathleen  Joyce  and  Rep.  Gale  Candaras  '82 
at  the  State  House  in  Boston. 
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David  Sacks  and  Gail  I'crlman  76  of  the  Probate  and  Family  Court 
led  the  discussion.  Insightful  commentary  was  provided  by 
Program  Chair  Mary  Socha  '70  and  Attorney  Richard  ("Packy") 
Packcnham. 

The  Institute  rescheduled  one  seminar  and  one  conference,  origi- 
nally planned  for  the  spring,  to  the  fall  term,  2002.  On  September 
20,  Professors  Gouvin,  Miller,  and  Wolf  of  the  WNEC  faculty  and 
Professor  Linda  Kelly  of  the  Indiana  University  Law  School  faculty 
addressed  the  topic,  "Legal  Response  to  Terrorism."  Special  guest  Vic 
Bernson,  associate  deputy  general  counsel  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense,  presented  "A  View  from  the  Pentagon,"  which  engendered  a 
lively  discussion.  In  October,  2001,  the  Congress,  in  the  wake  of  the 
events  of  September  11,  enacted  the  "USA  Patriot  Act,"  an  omnibus 
bill  containing  a  wide  variety  of  issues  to  deal  with  the  prevention  of 
terrorism  and  the  apprehension  of  terrorists.  The  seminar  discussed 
key  features  of  the  act  and  executive  initiatives,  including  issues 
relating  to  immigration,  indefinite  detention,  international  money 
laundering,  and  military  tribunals. 

On  October  2,  Professors  Bruce  Miller,  Harris  Freeman  '93,  and 
Lauren  Carasik,  together  with  the  Pioneer  Valley  Labor  Council, 
convened  a  conference  on  the  rights  of  low  income  workers,  focusing 
in  particular  on  welfare-to-work,  temporary  workers  without  bene- 
fits, and  the  workplace  rights  of  aliens.  Ms.  Linda  Chavez-Thomp- 
son, national  vice-president  of  the  AFL-CIO,  was  the  keynote 
speaker  and  Professor  Frances  Fox  Piven  (CUNY),  author  of  Regu- 
lating the  Poor,  and  Professor  Lucy  Williams  (Northeastern  Law 
School),  were  the  principal  presenters.  The  conference  covered  a 
wide  range  of  issues  relating  to  low-income  workers,  including  the 


application  of  the  Federal  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  of  1938  and  the 
reauthorization  of  the  Federal  Welfare  Reform  Act  of  1996. 

On  October  19,  the  Institute  hosted  the  Law  School's  Seventh 
Annual  Supreme  Court  Review  (Conference.  Discussing  the  principal 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court's  October  2001  Term,  the  panelists 
explored  the  major  cases  and  trends  in  the  contemporary  Court. 
Professors  Leora  Harpaz,  John  Hill,  Arthur  Leavens,  and  Bruce 
Miller  brought  their  expertise  and  insights  to  this  popular  annual 
program.  Institute  Director  Wolf  served  as  the  moderator,  seeking  to 
keep  the  panelists  under  some  semblance  of  control. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Professor  Howard  Kalodner  and  our 
audio/visual  department,  many  of  these  programs  have  been 
recorded  and  in  some  instances  "streamed"  onto  our  homepage, 
where  visitors  can  find  verbatim  transcripts.  Readers  are  encouraged 
to  visit  the  Law  School's  homepage  (www.law.wnec.edu)  for  these 
and  other  important  entries.  ♦ 


(Photo  left)  Rep.  Candaras  '82  listens  while  Chairman  Bosley  questions  a  witness  at 
the  "cracker  barrel"  hearings. 

(Photo  right)  Attorney  Packenham  (left)  makes  a  point  at  the  May  Family  Law 
Seminar  as  Justices  Sacks  and  Perlman  and  chairwoman  Socha  contemplate 
the  observation. 


Recent  and  Upcoming  Events 


September  20  Legal  Response  to  Terrorism  Seminar 

September  24  Gubernatorial  Debate 

October  1  Basics  of  Divorce  -  CLE 

October  2  Low  Income  Worker's  Conference 

October  15  Public  Law  Basics  -  CLE 

October  19  Supreme  Court  Review  Conference 

October  28  Business  Organization  Basics  (off-campus)  -  CLE 

November  14  Bankruptcy 


February  25  Women  in  Politics  Seminar 
April  9  First  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
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Message  from  the  Law  Alumni  Association  President 


Dear  Fellow  Alumni, 

The  August  issue  of  the  Law  Digest  presented  you  with  the  slate  of 
new  candidates  and  officers  for  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  Alumni  Association,  as  recommended  by  the  Nominations  Committee  of 
the  Alumni  Association  and  adopted  by  the  Board  in  lune  2002.  The  Nomi- 
nations Committee,  headed  by  Cynthia  ("C.J.")  Gagne  '90,  worked  very  hard 
to  ensure  a  thoughtful  and  inclusive  nomination  process  that  would  provide 
diversity,  in  the  broadest  sense,  among  Board  members.  Among  other  criteria, 
the  Nominations  Committee  looked  for  Board  members  living  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  from  a  broad  range  of  graduation  years  and  working 
in  a  variety  of  settings.  The  Nominations  Committee  also  took  into  account 
ethnicity  and  gender,  seeking  a  Board  membership  that  will  resemble  the 
composition  of  the  Law  School's  current  student  population. 


The  Nominations  Committee  cast  a  wide  net  to  gather  this  slate  of  nominees.  On  its  own  and 
through  Board  members  and  the  Law  School  administration  and  faculty,  the  Committee  asked  for  recommen- 
dations from  alumni  during  the  March  8,  2002  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  April  issue  of  this  magazine,  and  during 
alumni  receptions  across  the  country.  Current  and  former  Board  members  also  made  recommendations. 
Members  of  the  Nominations  Committee  spoke  personally  with  all  of  the  nominees  to  discuss  the  commitment 
that  Board  membership  would  involve.  If  you  are  interested  in  serving  as  a  Board  member,  please  call  or  email 
Linda  Moye,  our  Director  of  Alumni  Relations. 

As  a  Board,  our  goal  is  to  recruit  Board  members  who  want  to  contribute  actively  to  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  Alumni  Association.  We  also  hope  that  the  various  experiences  and  perspectives  that  our 
new  and  current  Board  members  bring  to  the  table  will  help  us  to  identify  alumni  interests  and  concerns  that 
the  Board  can  address.  One  of  the  Board's  most  important  goals  is  to  strengthen  alumni  ties  to  our  Law  School. 
1  hope  that  if  you  have  any  ideas  that  will  help  us  with  this  goal,  you  will  get  in  touch  with  one  of  our  current 
or  new  Board  members.  We  all  want  to  hear  from  you. 


Katherine  Robertson  '90 
President 

Law  Alumni  Association 
Board  of  Directors 
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SUCCESS 

Alumni  Success  Leads  to  Distinction 

As  our  graduates  reach  career  milestones,  their  success  reflects  positively  on  their  legal  education  at  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law.  Recently,  several  alumni  were  publicly  acknowledged  for  their  contributions  to  the  profession. 


Our  "Best  of  the  West" 

The  votes  are  in!  In  a  July  reader's  poll  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Law  Tribune  titled  "The  Best  of  the  West," 
five  of  the  14  winners  were  alumni  of  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law.  According  to  the  Law  Tribune,  "More 
than  75  attorneys  were  nominated  in  10  categories  ranging 
from  business  law  to  real  property  in  entries  sent  via  mail, 
email,  and  fax."  There  were  several  ties. 

•James  Bodurtha  '88  was  voted  Best  Real  Property  attorney.  According  to 
the  Law  Tribune,  James  brings  extensive  knowledge  of  "the  title  side  of 
closings,  as  well  as,  title  insurance,"  to  real  estate  practice  at  Robinson, 
Donovan,  Madden,  &  Barry  in  Springfield  where  he  also  worked  through- 
out his  law  school  education. 

•  Robert  Cunningham  79  was  named  the  Best  Attorney  in  the  Business 
Law  category.  Bob  is  a  managing  partner  in  Robinson,  Donovan,  Madden, 
and  Barry  of  Springfield.  His  extensive  experience  in  taxation  includes 
work  in  the  Chief  Counsel's  Office  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service.  Bob 
says,  "Two  faculty  members  were  instrumental  in  my  career.  Essentially, 
I  followed  the  same  career  path  as  Bill  Metzger  who  guided  me  to  the  IRS 
where  I  clerked  between  my  second  and  third  years  in  law  school.  That 
allowed  me  to  get  a  full-time  position  there  and  gain  proficiency  in  tax  law 
while  studying  for  my  LL.M.  at  Georgetown.  Fred  Royal  was  helpful  in  get- 
ting me  excited  about  all  of  the  analytical  aspects  of  tax  law." 


•John  Ferrara  '83  tied  with  two  other  attorneys  for  Best  Criminal  Lawyer 
in  the  region.  John  is  a  founding  partner  of  Springfield's  Dalsey,  Ferrara, 
Townsend,  and  Albano.  Ferrara  is  also  a  recipient  of  the  American 
Jurisprudence  Award  in  Criminal  Law  and  Business  Organizations. 

•Alan  Goodman  '77  was  recognized  as  the  Best  Solo  Practitioner  in 
the  poll.  In  practice  for  25  years,  he  credits  his  experience  at  Amherst 
College  and  here  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  for 
"preparing  me  to  be  the  trial  attorney  I  am  today."  After  graduation,  it 
didn't  take  Alan  long  to  make  a  mark  on  his  area  of  practice.  He  says, 
"In  May  1978,  having  been  in  practice  six  months,  I  started  work  on 
the  case  of  Debbie  Irwin  vs.  Ware.  That  case  went  both  to  trial  and  to 
our  Supreme  Courl  twice.  I  am  gratified  that  other  states  have  followed 
our  winning  decisions.  It  has  changed  the  law  in  drunk  driving  arrests. 
I  continue  to  be  a  zealous  advocate  for  injured  victims  and  take  on  the 
hard  cases." 

•  Kathleen  Townsend  '81  tied  with  another  western  Massachusetts  attor- 
ney for  the  Best  Family  Law  attorney,  Kathleen  has  worked  extensively  in 
social  services  and  the  juvenile  court  system,  as  a  program  consultant  for 
the  Center  for  Human  Development  and  as  a  court  investigator  before  earn- 
ing her  law  degree.  Today,  she  is  a  partner  with  Dalsey,  Ferrara,  Townsend, 
and  Albano  and  is  a  member  of  a  mediation  group.  She  says,  "When  I  was 
at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  more  than  20  years  ago. 
the  faculty  gave  me  the  support  and  encouragement  to  pursue  my  budding 
interest  in  family  law  mediation.  Although  my  independent  study  project  of 
setting  up  a  model  for  mediation  in  abuse  and  neglect  cases  received  little 
attention  in  the  court  system,  in  1980  the  School  of  Law  faculty  saw  the 
possibilities  and  provided  me  with  the  confidence  to  pursue  my  interests 
in  family  law  mediation  for  which  I  am  very  grateful." 


(Photos  left  to  right)  James  Bodurtha  '88,  Robert  Cunningham  79,  John  Ferrara  '83,  Alan  Goodman  77,  and  Kathleen  Townsend  '81 
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(Photo  Left)  Dean  Arlfiur  Gaudio  and  Director  of  Law  Alumni 
Relations  Linda  Moye  meet  with  Albany  alumni  at  a  spring 
reception.  (Photo  right)  Albany  alumni  enjoy  conversation. 


ALUMNI  VISITS 

Dean  Concludes  Successful  First  Year  of  Alumni  Visits 


Traveling  to  12  cities  this  year,  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio  and  members  of 
the  administration  and  faculty  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  with 
alumni  to  share  news  of  the  School  of  Law  and  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. In  the  spring,  law  receptions  were  held  in  Boston;  Albany;  New 
Haven;  New  York  City;  Providence,  RI;  and  Worcester,  MA. 

College  President  Anthony  Caprio  has  also  undertaken  an  exten- 
sive alumni  travel  program  this  year.  In  April,  he  and  Dean  Gaudio 
cohosted  a  CoUege-wide  alumni  reception  in  Adanta,  GA. 


Head  Courtside  for  the  28th 
Annual  Basketball  Tournament 


Friday,  February  7  through  Sunday,  February  9, 2003 


Currently,  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  has  scheduled 
receptions  in  several  major  cities  and  local  receptions  are  planned  for 
the  four  Western  Massachusetts  counties.  Additional  dates  and  loca- 
tions will  be  announced  in  the  Law  School  Digest  and  on  the  alumni 
webpage  (www.law.edu/Alumni). 


It's  time  to  team  up  with  the  old 
crew  for  the  28th  Annual  Basketball 
Tourney.  Dust  off  your  sneakers  and  practice 
your  free  throws  for  a  three-day  showdown  not 
to  be  missed.  The  entrance  fee  for  the  tourna- 
ment is  $300  for  a  men's  team  and  $150  for  a 
women's  team  ($400  to  field  both  teams).  This 
fee  includes  a  Friday  night  post-game  party, 
dinner,  and  tee  shirts. 

For  more  information  and  to  reserve  your 
space,  contact  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni 
Relations  at  413-782-1523. 


I  Call  for  Alumni  Writers 

i      We're  looking  for  your  perspective 


Perspectives  invites  alumni  to  sub- 
mit articles  for  publication  about  legal 
trends  and  issues.  Submissions  must  be 
500  words  or  less  and  must  not  have 
been  previously  published. 

Perspectives  reserves  the  right  to 
include  only  submissions  that  are  appro- 
priate for  the  publication  and  to  edit 
accordingly.  Only  one  alumni  article  will 
be  included  in  each  publication  (two  a 
year).  Submissions  for  the  Spring  issue 
of  Perspectives  must  be  received  by 
January  1,  2003. 
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The  Law 
Libraiys 
Link  to  You 


by  Bonnie  L. 
Koneski-White 

Director  oj  Law 
Library  Services 


You're  away  from  your  office;  it's  late;  the 
Law  Library  is  closed  but  you  have  access  to 
the  Internet.  You  need  to  review  specific 
language  from  a  Massachusetts  (or  state  of 
your  choice)  law  passed  in  1998. 

You  sign  on  and  know  a  search  engine 
may  help  you  find  the  answer.  Actually  two 
librarians  at  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  have  simplified  your  research. 

Michele  Dill  LaRose,  head  of  reader 
services,  and  Pat  Newcombe,  reference 
librarian,  developed  LAW  LINKS,  a  virtual 
reference  source  to  legal  resources  available 
on  the  internet.  Go  to  http://www.law.wnec. 
edu/Library/Links.html  and  in  tabular  for- 
mat you  will  find  a  valuable  collection  of 
resources  on  federal  courts,  law  by  subject, 
state  access,  legal  news,  and  many  other 
worthwhile  sites.  Your  answer  may  be  just 
one  or  two  clicks  away.  The  site  is  updated 
frequently  and  we  would  be  happy  to  hear  of 
suggestions  for  additions  from  you. 

Beginning  mid-September,  the  librarians 
will  be  participating  in  a  pilot  project  to  pro- 
vide virtual  reference  service.  This  is  a  col- 
laborative effort  of  the  New  England  Law 
Library  Consortium,  of  which  the  Library  is 
a  member.  The  goal  of  the  project  is  to 
expand  reference  service  to  our  patrons  by 
providing  real  time,  web-based  reference 
assistance,  including  recommending  search 
strategies,  suggesting  print  material  to 
answer  questions,  and  directing  users  to 
online  resources.  Once  the  project  is  live, 
access  will  be  available  at  http://www.law. 
wnec.edu/Library/Services.html  by  clicking 
on  the  Library  LAWLINE  icon. 

We  look  forward  to  serving  you  through 
these  additional  channels. 


ALUMS  of 

DISTINCTION 


^  Class  of  1980  Alumna  Named 
Defense  Lawyer  of  the  Year 

Attorney  Patricia  A.  (Best)  Barbalunga  '80  brought  statewide  hon- 
ors to  our  alumni  family  when  she  was  named  Best  Defense  Attorney  of 
the  Year  by  the  Massachusetts  Defense  Lawyer's  Association  whose 
members  devote  their  practice  to  civil  suits.  According  to  an  article  in 
the  Post  Gazette,  Patricia's  appointment  makes  her  "the  first  woman  as 
well  as  the  first  lawyer  west  of  Worcester  to  receive  this  honor." 
Barbalunga  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  Moriarty,  Donoghue  &  Leja,  P.C.  in  Springfield  where 
she  has  specialized  in  insurance  defense.  In  recent  years,  her  practice  has  evolved  to  include 
arbitration  and  mediation.  Her  professional  affiliations  in  this  area  include  the  American  Arbi- 
tration Association,  ADR  Equimar,  and  National  Arbitration  and  Mediation. 

Reflecting  on  her  experience  at  the  Law  School,  Attorney  Barbalunga  says,  "I  received  an 
invaluable  education  at  the  Law  school  and  developed  lifelong  friendships  with  fellow  students 
who  are  now  colleagues.  I  found  the  faculty  to  be  enthusiastic,  not  only  in  teaching  substantive 
law,  but  encouraging  the  confidence  that  is  required  to  be  successful  in  this  practice.  I  am  grate- 
ful for  the  opportunities  the  School  gave  me  and  I  am  proud  to  be  one  of  its  alums." 

1991  Graduate  Named  to  Top  Ten 

Michael  J.  Akerson  '91  has  been  named  one  of  the  state's  top  ten  "Lawyers  of  the  Year" 
2001  by  Massachusetts  Lawyers  Weekly.  According  to  Massachusetts  Lawyers  Weekly  (Decem- 
ber 24,  2001)  lawyers  were  selected  "who  stood  out  from  the  crowd  in  2001 — by  winning 
important  decisions,  being  involved  in  cases  that  raise  challenging  legal  issues,  and  other- 
wise furthering  the  profession's  commitment  to  the  rule  of  law  and  to  justice  in  the 
Commonwealth."  Akerson  specializes  in  the  representation  of  police  officers  at  the  firm  of 
Edward  P.  Reardon,  P.C.  in  Worcester,  MA. 

Class  of  1976  Alumna  Receives 
MBA  Public  Service  Award 

Honorable  Gail  L.  Perbnan  '76,  First  Justice  of  Hampshire  Probate 
and  Family  Court,  is  this  year's  recipient  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
Association  Public  Service  Award.  Judge  Perlman  was  recognized  for 
her  extensive  service  record  which  has  included  membership  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association  Committee  to  Improve  the  Probate 
Court,  Northwestern  District  Attorney's  Advisory  Committee  on  Civil 
Rights,  Alternate  Dispute  Resolution  Subcommittee,  Franklin  County  Futures  Lab,  Alterna- 
tive Dispute  Resolution  Committee  Family  Law  Section,  Hampden  Bar  Association  Executive 
Committee,  Hampshire  Community  Action  Commission  Board  of  Directors,  Children's  Aid 
and  Family  Service  Board  of  Directors,  among  many  others.  Currently,  she  serves  as  co-vice 
chair  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Standing  Committee  on  Dispute  Resolution,  cochair  of 
the  organization  Hampshire  County  Reinventing  Justice,  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
Massachusetts  Chapter  AFCC,  and  member  of  the  Tri-state  Leadership  Conference  on  High 
Conflict  Families. 
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1957 


Maurice  J.  Ferriter  received  the  distinguished 
service  award  from  Holyoke  Community  College 
on  June  1,  2002.  Attorney  Ferriter  is  counsel  for 
Lyon,  Ferriter  &  Fitzpatrick  in  Holyoke,  MA. 


1970 


Mary  Socha  has  been  elected  vice  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Women's  Partnership. 


1076 


Hyman  G.  Darling  and  Tiffany  Cardwell  '02 
coauthored  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  May 
edition  of  Trusts  &  Estates  magazine  entitled  "A 
Life  Estate-The  Gift  That  Keeps  on  Giving."  The 
article  covered  the  basic  characteristics  of  a  "life 
estate  with  a  remainder  interest"  and  analyzed 
the  Federal  Income  Tax  consequences.  Attorney 
Darling  is  also  an  adjunct  faculty  member  at  the 
Law  School. 

Honorable  Gail  L.  Perlman  is  this  year's  recipient 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association  Public  Ser- 
vice Award. 


1977 


Alan  Goodman  was  voted  Best  Solo  Attorney  by 
the  Western  Massachusetts  Law  Tribune.  His  law 
firm  is  located  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Martin  D.  McNamara  is  serving  as  a  financial  advi- 
sor in  the  Worcester  office  of  UBS  iPaineWebber. 

Stephen  M.  Reilly  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Property  Law-  Section  Council  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bar  Association. 


Fall  2002 


Carol  Rose,  deputy 
district  attorney  for  Los 
Angeles  County  in  Califor- 
nia, has  had  many  exciting 
developments  in  her  pro- 
fessional and  personal  life. 
She  is  the  newly  elected 
chair  of  the  Judicial  Proce- 
dures Commission  of  L.A. 
County,  where  she  devel- 
oped child  waiting  rooms 
for  every  courthouse  in  L.A.  She  also  developed  self- 
help  legal  access  centers  in  several  area  courthouses, 
catering  primarily  to  low-income  families  who  need 
guidance  in  using  the  court  system  effectively. 

After  hours,  she  is  consulting  with  the  USA  Net- 
work to  produce  the  first  in  a  series  of  five  Movies 
of  the  Week,  the  working  tide  of  which  is  The  Carol 
Rose  Story.  It  will  focus  on  the  high-profile  prosecu- 
tor with  the  yuppie  lifestyle.  She  recently  starred  in 
the  movie  Ivan's  XTC,  playing  in  New  York, 
Chicago,  and  Los  Angeles.  Produced  by  Rhino 
Films  and  directed  by  Bernard  Rose  (not  related), 
she  did  this  movie  "just  for  fun,"  playing  the  head 
of  the  largest  talent  agency  in  America.  Bernard 
Rose  directed  such  movies  as  Immortal  Beloved  and 
Anna  Karina. 

Ms.  Rose  is  also  pleased  to  announce  that  her 
daughter,  Kelly  Sheridan,  is  entering  Wellesley  Col- 
lege in  the  fall,  and  her  son,  Brian  Sheridan, 
is  a  filmmaker  with  the  New  York  Film  Academy. 


1978 


P.  Keyburn  Hollister  has  been  named  a  trustee  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bar  Foundation.  Atty.  Hollister 
is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Gobel  and  Hollister. 
A  member  of  the  Massachusetts  lOLTA  Commit- 
tee since  1990,  she  served  as  chairwoman  from 
1992-2001. 

Michael  K.  Ligorano,  a  partner  with  the 
Somerville,  NJ,  law  firm  Norris,  McLaughlin  & 
Marcus,  P.A.  presented  "An  Overview  of  Immigra- 
tion Law  and  Trends  "at  the  Literacy  Unites  Us 
Institute. 

Philip  F.  Spillane  and  Thomas  J.  AUingham  recently 
announced  the  formation  of  their  law  firm.  Ailing- 
ham  Spillane,  LLC  in  New  Milford,  CT.  Mr.  Spillane 
concentrates  his  practice  in  the  fields  of  personal 
injury  and  workers  compensation  law.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the 
Connecticut  Bar  Association,  the  Association  of 
Trial  Law\'ers  of  America  and  the  Connecticut 
Trial  lawyers  Association. 


1979 


Thomas  Bowman  has  accepted  a  position  as  the 
executive  assistant  to  the  assistant  secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs. 

Robert  Cunningham  was  voted  Best  Business 
Law  Attorney  by  the  Western  Massachusetts  Law 
Tribune.  He  practices  with  the  firm  of  Robinson, 
Donovan,  Madden  &  Barry  in  Springfield,  MA. 
Attorney  Cunningham  received  his  LL.M  in  taxa- 
tion from  Georgetown  University  in  1982  and  has 
worked  with  the  Chief  Counsel's  Office  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  in  Washington,  DC. 

Deborah  Grover  was  recently  appointed  chair- 
man ot  the  700-member  Connecticut  Bar  A.ssoci- 
ation  Family  Law  section.  Ms.  Grover  is  a  divorce 
lawyer  specializing  in  child  custody  cases. 

Honorable  Norman  E.  Rogers  Jr.  of  the  New 
Hartford  Probate  District  was  reelected  executive 
secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Probate  Assembly, 
ludge  Rogers  has  served  as  New  Hartford's 
probate  judge  since  1990  when  he  succeeded 
his  father  in  office.  He  is  also  an  active  member 
of  the  Connecticut  Probate  Assembly. 


1980 


Patricia  A.  Barbalunga  is  the  first  woman  and 
the  first  lavifyer  (west  of  Worcester)  to  be  named 
Defense  Lawyer  of  the  Year  by  the  Massachusetts 
Defense  Lawyers  Association.  She  is  a  resident  of 
Pittsfield  and  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Moriarty, 
Donoghue  &  Leja,  P.C.  in  Springfield  since  1987. 
For  the  last  22  years  she  has  been  involved  in 
litigation  in  all  courts  with  a  concentration  in 
insurance  defense,  and  over  the  last  several  years 
has  also  been  involved  in  arbitration  and  media- 
tion with  organizations  such  as  the  American 
Arbitration  Association,  ADR  Equimar,  and 
National  Arbitration  and  Mediation. 


1981 


KatWeen  Townsend  has  been  voted  Best  Family 
Law  Attorney  by  the  Western  Massachusetts  Law 
Tribune.  She  practices  with  the  firm  of  Dalsey, 
Ferrara,  Townsend  &  Albano  in  Springfield,  MA. 
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Alumni  Notes 


1982 


Teryl  A.  Deegan  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Catholics  Women's  Club  in  Agawam,  MA,  in 
January  2002.  She  spoke  on  aging  and  how  to 
prepare  for  it.  Ms.  Deegan  has  been  practicing 
in  elder  law  since  the  1980s. 

Lawrence  J.  Levine  stepped  down  as  selectman 
for  the  Town  of  East  Longmeadow  after  20  years 
of  public  service  for  the  town. 

Dennis  Powers  has  been  elected  the  new  presi- 
dent of  the  Hampden  County  Bar  Association. 
He  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Katz,  Argenio  & 
Powers  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Peter  C.  Sipperly  has  decided  to  leave  the  pri- 
vate sector  after  20  years  in  private  practice  with 
15  years  of  part-time  work  in  the  Saratoga 
County  Public  Defender's  Office.  He  will  take  a 
full-time  position  with  the  Public  Defenders 
Office  in  Saratoga  County,  NY. 


1983 


Jody  Brackman  is  serving  her  second  term  as 
Trustee  of  the  Village  of  Rye  Brook,  NY,  and 
has  been  appointed  as  an  arbitrator  for  the 
New  York  State  No  Fault  Insurance  Panel. 

Nicholas  J.  DeMartino  has  been  appointed  as 
City  Court  Judge  for  the  Judicial  District, 
State  of  New  York. 

John  Ferrara  was  voted  Best  Criminal  Attorney 
by  the  Western  Massachusetts  Law  Tribune. 
He  practices  at  the  law  firm  of  Dalsey,  Ferrara, 
Townsend  &  Albano  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Laura  Fredricks  is  now 
vice  president  for  philan- 
thropy at  Pace  University 
in  New  York,  NY.  Ms. 
Fredricks  oversees  a  staff 
of  forty  and  is  leading 
the  University  into  a  cap- 
ital campaign  in  conjunc- 
tion with  its  Centennial 
Celebration  in  2006. 
Prior  to  joining  Pace,  Ms.  Fredricks  was  associ- 
ate vice  president  for  development  at  Temple 
University  in  Philadelphia  where  she  managed 
and  coordinated  the  major  and  planned  giving 
programs,  corporate  and  foundation  funding, 
and  alumni  relations  for  15  schools  and  colleges, 
two  hospitals  and  the  athletic  program.  Addi- 
tionally, she  has  served  as  major  gifts  manager 
for  Deborah  Hospital  Foundation,  assistant 
director  of  Development  for  Temple  University's 
School  of  Medicine,  and  director  of  the 
Philadelphia  Bar  Foundation. 


1984 


Michele  J.  Feinstein  has  joined  the  Springfield 
law  firm  of  Shatz,  Schwartz  and  Fentin,  where 
she  practices  in  the  areas  of  estate  planning  and 
corporate  and  business  planning,  including  rep- 
resentation of  physicians  in  their  individual  and 
group  practices. 

Susan  K.  Halpern  has  been  named  director  of 
development  for  Jewish  Geriatric  Services  in 
Longmeadow,  MA.  She  will  be  in  charge  of  all 
fundraising  initiatives  for  the  nonprofit  organi- 
zation including  its  annual  campaign,  planned 
giving  efforts,  and  grant  writing. 

John  A.  Kissel,  Connecticut  state  senator,  was 
awarded  the  Legislator  of  the  Year  Award  from 
the  Connecticut  Association  of  Not-for-profit 
Providers  For  the  Aging  (CANPFA).  This 
award  is  presented  to  legislators  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  developing  and 
supporting  public  policies  that  are  beneficial  to 
CANPFA  members  and  the  elderly  throughout 
Connecticut.  Senator  Kissel  currently  serves 
as  ranking  member  of  the  General  Assembly's 
Select  Committee  on  Aging  and  Judiciary 
Committee  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Public 
Health  and  General  Law  Committees.  Senator 
Kissel  also  earned  a  second  degree  in  history 
from  the  University  of  Connecticut  on  May 
18,  2002. 

Jacqueline  Young  has  been  named  to  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Board  (NLRB)  as 
assistant  general  counsel.  Ms.  Young  will  head 
the  Agency's  Legal  Research  and  Policy  Planning 
branch  of  the  Division  of  Advice.  Ms.  Young 
resides  in  Washington,  DC,  with  her  children, 
John-Francis  and  Katherine. 


1985 


Catherine  M.  Bartlett 

was  appointed  county 
attorney  for  Orange 
County  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Ms.  Bartlett 
is  the  first  woman  to 
hold  this  position  for 
Orange  County.  Her 
husband  William 
Deprospo  '83  is  the 
senior  partner  in  his  own  law  firm  of  Deprospo, 
Petrizzo  &  Longo,  in  Goshen,  NY. 


Brian  S.  Glenny  has  been  named  Prosecutor  of 
the  Year  by  the  state  District  Attorney's  A.ssocia- 
tion.  Mr.  Glenny  was  chosen  from  among  the  708 
prosecutors  in  Massachusetts.  His  work  as  head 
of  the  child  abuse  unit  in  the  Cape  and  islands 
district  was  cited  as  one  rea-son  for  this  recogni- 
tion. He  is  married  to  attorney  Susan  Merritt 
Glenny  '85  and  they  have  two  children,  Andrew 
and  Heather. 


1986 


Cynthia  Tucker-Curtis,  commissioner  of  the 
Ma.ssachusetts  Commission  Against  Discrimina- 
tion, spoke  about  lending  discrimination  at  a 
recent  program  entitled  "Breaking  the  Cycle  of 
Consumer  Abuse"  sponsored  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Office  of  Consumer  Affairs  and  Business 
Regulation. 


1987 


Claire  L.  Thompson  has  been  named  a  managing 
partner  of  Doherty,  Wallace,  Pillsbury  &  Murphy, 
P.C.,  in  Springfield,  MA,  and  will  oversee  the 
firm's  administrative  and  financial  operations. 


1988 


James  Bodurtha  was  voted  Best  Real  Property 
Attorney  by  the  Western  Massachusetts  Law  Tri- 
bune. He  practices  with  the  firm  of  Robinson, 
Donovan,  Madden  &  Barry  in  Springfield,  MA. 

N.  "Wally"  Kelleman  is  a  member  of  the 
Georgia  State  Bar  Board,  the  Lawyers  Assistance 
Program,  and  the  Elder  Law  Section  of  the 
State  Bar  and  owns  a  law  practice  in  Georgia. 

David  Pritchard  has  been  elected  the  new  presi- 
dent of  the  Hampshire  County  Bar  Association.  He 
is  principal  of  his  law  firm  in  Northampton,  MA. 

Irene  P.  Romanelli  has  been  named  to  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  Village  for  Families 
&  Children,  Inc.  in  Hartford,  CT.  The  Village 
is  a  treatment  facility  for  troubled  youths. 
Ms.  Romanelli  has  a  private  law  practice  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Bar  Association, 
Connecticut  Trial  Lawyers,  and  the  Board 
of  Governors  of  the  Ukrainian  American 
Bar  Association. 
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1989 


David  L.  Barrack  has  joined  the  international 
law  firm  of  Fulbright  &  Jaworski  LLP,  in  New 
York,  as  senior  counsel.  Mr.  Barrack  focuses  his 
practice  in  the  areas  of  corporate  restructuring, 
bankruptcy,  trustee  and  examiner  representa- 
tion, fraud,  and  commercial  litigation  and 
business  workouts. 


1990 


Alaric  "Rick"  Fox  is  the  new  supervisor  for 
resident  state  troopers  and  Colchester  police. 
Mr.  Fox  spent  seven  years  as  a  Willimantic 
police  officer  before  entering  law  school,  then 
joined  the  FBI  and  became  a  state  trooper. 
Along  with  these  responsibilities,  he  teaches 
criminal  law  to  police  officers  in  Connecticut. 

Cynthia  J.  Gagne  has  joined  the  Advisory  Board 
of  the  Western  Massachusetts  Law  Tribune. 

Michael  R.  Harty  and  Lisa  D.  Baldyga  were 
married  in  a  ceremony  at  St.  Ann's  Church  in 
Lenox,  MA. 

Stephanie  Moran  Ludwig  is  thrilled  to  announce 
the  birth  of  twin  daughters,  Katherine  Grace  and 
Madeleine  Ann,  born  April  6,  2002.  They  join  big 
brothers  Zachery,  7,  and  Nicholas,  5.  After  serving 
as  a  U.S.  Air  Force  JAG,  she  is  taking  some  time 
to  stay  at  home  with  her  children.  She  lives  in 
Indianapolis  where  her  husband.  Ken,  who  is  an 
in-house  corporate  attorney  in  biotechnology  for 
Dow  Chemical  Company. 

Edward  Robbins  has  left  private  practice  and 
been  installed  as  a  District  Court  Judge  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  He  and  his  wife, 
Nancy,  have  three  children,  Teddy,  Michael, 
and  Ashley. 

Katherine  Robertson  has  been  named  a  partner 
in  the  law  firm  of  Bulkley,  Richardson  and 
Gelinas,  LLP,  concentrating  her  practice  in  liti- 
gation, including  employment  and  ERISA  cases. 


1991 


Michael  J.  Akerson  has  been  named  one  of  the 
state's  top  ten  "Lawyers  of  the  Year"  by  Massa- 
chusetts Lawyers  Weekly.  He  was  selected 
because  he  has  found  creative  ways  to  defend 
police  officers  in  several  high  profile  cases, 
according  to  the  publisher  of  the  newspaper. 

Stephen  A.  Regine  has  been  promoted  to  assistant 
attorney  general  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 


Pedro  Rivera  is  currendy  working  as  an  assistant 
vice  president  and  trust  advisor  for  PNC  Advisors 
in  Philadelphia,  PA. 

Maureen  Walsh  participated  in  the  Third 
Annual  Move  For  Change  fun  run/walk  event, 
which  is  held  annually  to  raise  money  for  the 
Juvenile  and  Probate  Court  Adoption  Fund  and 
the  Big  Brothers  and  Big  Sisters  Jump  Program. 


1993 


Grace  Blunt,  senior  vice  president  of  the 
Human  Resource  and  Legal  Division  of 
Community  National  Bank  and  a  principal 
in  Community  Benefits  Consulting,  Inc.  of 
Hudson,  MA,  spoke  to  the  Personnel  Associa- 
tion at  the  Wachusett  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Office  on  the  topic  of  "Terrorism,  Military 
Leave,  and  Stress  in  the  Workplace." 

Michael  I.  Flores  has  joined  the  firm  of  Zisson 
and  Veara  in  Dennis,  MA.  He  will  continue  to 
practice  in  the  area  of  civil  litigation  with  an 
emphasis  on  domestic  relations  representation. 

Ushma  Narvil  recently  attended  the  alumni 
reception  in  Atlanta  and  is  currently  working 
as  the  hearing  office  director  in  the  Office  of 
Hearings  and  Appeals  in  Macon,  GA. 

Thomas  O'Connor  participated  in  the  Third 
Annual  Move  For  Change  fun  run/walk  event, 
which  is  held  annually  to  raise  money  for  the 
Juvenile  and  Probate  Court  Adoption  Fund  and 
the  Big  Brothers  and  Big  Sisters  Jump  Program. 

Mary  Potter  Young  and  husband  David  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  birth  of  their  first 
child,  Thomas  William,  born  January  17,  2002. 


1994 


Deborah  D.  Ferriter  has  been  named  a 
partner  in  the  law  firm  Bulkley,  Richardson 
and  Gelinas,  LLP,  concentrating  her  practice 
in  employment  law,  health  law,  and  litigation. 

Otto  R.  Rhode  has  been  named  chief  ot  the 
Berlin,  MA,  police  department  after  a  decade 
of  working  as  an  officer  for  the  Manchester,  CT 
police  department. 

Andrea  Saia  spoke  about  state  and  federal 
lemon  laws  at  a  recent  program  entitled  "Break- 
ing the  Cycle  of  Consumer  Abuse"  sponsored 
by  the  Massachusetts  Office  of  Consumer 
Affairs  and  Business  Regulation. 


Cynthia  Therrien  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Massachusetts  General  Educational  Develop- 
ment (GED)  Advisory  Committee.  She  holds 
the  post  of  GED  chief  examiner  at  North  Essex 
Community  College  in  Haverhill,  MA. 


J995 


Nancy  Bazan  Fenton  and  her  husband  David  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  birth  of  their  twin  girls, 
Ashley  and  Brooke  Fenton,  bom  on  October  1, 2001. 
Nancy  works  as  an  attorney  for  the  Social  Security 
Administration/Office  of  Hearings  and  Appeals  in 
Springfield,  MA.  She  has  also  served  as  an  adjunct 
professor  at  Western  New  England  College. 

Thomas  J.  Cronin  was  recently  elected  an 
officer  of  the  Pawtucket  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 
and  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant 
general  counsel. 

Glenn  W.  Keiderling  Jr.  has  joined  the  law  firm 
of  Campoli  &  Campoli  P.C.  He  will  practice 
primarily  in  the  litigation  department. 


1996 


Michelle  Renee  Aube  and  William  D.  St.  John 
exchanged  marriage  vows  on  September  15, 
2001  in  a  backyard  ceremony  at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents  in  Granby,  MA. 

Daniel  Carbonneau 
has  joined  Pricewater- 
houseCoopers  as  the 
firm's  tax  manager. 
Mr.  Carbonneau  will 
be  working  in  the  Per- 
sonal Financial  Ser- 
vices group  providing 
comprehensive  finan- 
cial planning  services 
designed  to  help  build,  preserve,  and  maximize 
the  wealth  of  high-net-worth  individuals,  cor- 
porate executives,  and  business  owners. 

Lisa  D.  Ferrante  and  Anthony  R.  Frasco  were 
married  on  March  17,  2002  at  Christ  the  King 
Church  in  Trumbull,  CT. 

Susan  Mielnikowski  and  Arthur  Price  recently 
started  their  own  firm  that  will  focus  on  estate 
planning  and  administration,  corporate  law, 
and  elder  law. 

Catherine  Sheehan  Molta  and  her  husband 
Robert  announce  the  birth  of  their  .second  child, 
Ryan  Patrick,  born  on  November  14,  2001. 
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Monique  Diirant  has  joined  the  tax  depart- 
ment of  Whittlesey  &  Hadley  as  a  senior  asso- 
ciate in  Hartford,  CT 

David  Trudeau  is  working  in  the  Office  of 
Special  Council  for  the  Federal  Government  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  Mr.  Trudeau  was  elected  as  a  city 
council  member  in  May  2002.  He  and  his  wife 
Jane  have  three  children  and  a  baby  due  in 
December. 

1998 

Aaron  Jainchill  and  Deborah  Gold  were 
married  on  November  3,  2001  at  Kol  Haverim 
in  Glastonbury,  CT. 

1999 


Charles  Scott  Rybny  has 

joined  the  Philadelphia 
office  of  the  regional 
defense  litigation  law  firm 
of  Marshall,  Dennehey, 
Warner,  Coleman,  & 
Goggin  as  an  associate. 
He  is  a  member  of  the 
firm's  insurance  cover- 
age/bad faith  department. 


Laura  Ryan  has  joined  the  law  firm  of  Fogg, 
Slifer,  Polglaze,  Leffert,  &  Jay  in  Minneapolis, 
MN.  She  is  a  registered  patent  attorney  practic- 
ing in  the  area  of  electrical  and  electronic  tech- 
nologies, including  telecommunications, 
imaging  devices,  software,  and  hardware. 


In  Memoriam 

Foster  W.  Gilroy  '76  passed  away  June  4,  2002. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents  Wardner  and  Fred- 
erika  Gilroy  of  Fryeburg,  ME;  and  his  first  wife, 
Linda  Bauer  Gilroy. 

Michael  D.  Glowa  '79  passed  away  June  5,  2002. 
He  leaves  his  wife  Dayle  Glowa;  and  a  brother, 
Metro  Glowa  of  North  Carolina. 

Samuel  S.R.  'Rick'  Gordon  '77  passed  away 
March  11,  2002  at  home.  He  leaves  his  wife 
Cheryl  Gordon;  a  son,  Sean  Bryan  of  Exeter, 
NH;  a  daughter,  Courtney  Adams  of  Chesa- 
peake, VA;  a  sister,  Barbara  Gordon  of  Long- 
meadow;  and  four  grandchildren. 


Shenandoah  1  itus  has  become  the  executive 
director  of  the  Human  Rights  Commission  in 
the  city  of  Somerville,  MA. 

2000 

James  Winston  recently  completed  32  hours  of 
mediation  training  sponsored  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Bar  Foundation. 

2001 

John  A.  Bond  Jr.  opened  his  own  law  firm  in 
South  Windsor,  CT  in  May  2002,  after  serving 
the  town  police  department  for  nearly  17  years. 

Serge  A.  Martinez  is  a  professor  of  surgery 
and  ethics  at  the  Institute  for  Bioethics,  Health 
Policy,  and  Law  at  the  University  of  Louisville 
School  of  Medicine. 

Jennifer  E.  Midura  and  Michael  P.  D'Amour 
were  married  on  October  15,  2001  at  St.  Stanis- 
laus Basilica  in  Chicopee,  MA. 

Rebecca  Passa  was  sworn  in  as  an  attorney  to 
practice  law  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts on  January  29,  2002.  She  was  recently 
promoted  to  associate  attorney  at  the  law  firm 
of  Lesser,  Newman,  Souweine,  &  Nasser,  LLP  in 
Northampton,  MA. 

David  F.  Paulsen  has  joined  the  law  firm  of 
O'Connell  &  Plumb  PC.  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Angelo  J.  Puppolo  Jr.  was  sworn  in  as  a  lawyer 
in  the  Hampden  County  Hall  of  Justice  in 
Springfield,  MA  in  February  2002.  He  is 


working  part-time  at  the  West  Springfield  law 
office  of  attorneys  Gary  P.  Liquori  and  Michael 
J.  Powers.  He  is  also  on  the  City  Council  and 
owns  a  plumbing  business. 

Michael  Tausek  and  his  wife  Michele  announce 
the  birth  of  their  son,  Nicholas,  born  on  July 
25,  2002. 

2002 

Tiffany  Cardwell  and  Hyman  G.  Darling  '76 
coauthored  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  May 
edition  of  Trusts  &  Estates  magazine  entitled  "A 
Life  Estate — The  Gift  That  Keeps  on  Giving."  The 
article  covered  the  basic  characteristics  of  a  "life 
estate  with  a  remainder  interest"  and  analyzed 
the  Federal  Income  Tax  consequences. 

TenUle  Carlevale  has  recently  moved  to  Las  Vegas, 
NV,  to  pursue  a  career  in  general  law  practice. 

Carmina  Fernandes  will  be  traveling  to  Tanzania 
in  Africa  to  lend  her  legal  expertise  to  the  Inter- 
national Criminal  Tribunal  for  Rwanda. 


Send  your  Alumni  Notes  to:  Carol 
Thompson,  Law  Alumni  Relations, 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law,  1215  Wilbraham  Road. 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 


Notice  of  the  deaths  of  the  following  members  of  the  Law  School  family  has  been  received  by  the  magazine. 


Donald  R.  LaPorte  '76  passed  away  March  14, 
2002.  He  leaves  his  wife  of  48  years,  Therese 
Bourdeau  LaPorte;  as  well  as  three  sons,  Donald 
Bruce  of  Agawam,  Gregory  J.  of  Northampton, 
Timothy  M.  of  Pittsfield;  and  a  daughter,  Lucia 
Sturup  of  Londonderry,  NH.  He  also  leaves  two 
brothers,  Ronald  of  Ellington,  CT,  and  William 
of  Southwick,  MA;  and  eight  grandchildren. 

Francis  A.  Podlesney  '65  passed  away  February 
5,  2002.  He  leaves  his  wife  of  41  years,  Ann 
'Nancy'  Varilly;  two  sons  Michael  of  Crofton 
and  Jared  of  Springfield,  VA;  two  brothers,  Vin- 
cent of  South  Deerfield  and  Anthony  of  South 
Dennis,  MA;  two  sisters,  Marie  Lucas 
of  Ormond  Beach,  FL;  and  Ann  Ghidoni  of 
Agawam,  MA;  and  two  grandchildren. 


Edward  F.  Sheehan  '81  passed  away  June  17, 
2002.  He  leaves  his  mother,  Helen  T.  Sheehan 
of  Paxton,  MA;  two  brothers,  William  T.  Shee- 
han of  Vallejo,  CA  and  Robert  P.  Sheehan  Jr. 
of  Paxton,  MA;  two  sisters,  Nancy  J.  Sheehan 
of  North  Spencer,  MA,  and  Mary  E.  Sheehan 
of  Bayside,  NY. 

Seymour  TUlman  '63  passed  away  May  17, 
2002.  He  leaves  a  son,  Joel,  of  South  Hadley; 
a  daughter,  Karen  Hamlin,  of  Longmeadow; 
a  sister,  Harriet  Widland,  of  Florida;  five 
grandchildren;  and  one  great-grandchild. 
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The  Benefits  of  Association 
-  Alumni  Resources 

Many  of  the  resources  of  Western  New  England  College  and  the  School  of  Law, 
which  proved  so  valuable  to  our  law  alumni  as  students,  continue  to  provide 
important  services  after  graduation. 

Your  alumni  benefits  and  resources  include  the  following: 


Alumni  Association  ID  Card 

The  Alumni  Association  ID  Card 
allows  alumni  to  use  the  services 
and  resources  designated  on  campus, 
including  the  Law  Library  and  the 
Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center.  To 
obtain  an  Alumni  Association  ID  Card 
please  contact  Carol  Thompson  at 
the  Oflice  of  Law  Alumni  Relations 
at  413-782-1311  or  email 
cthompson@law.wnec.edu 

The  Law  Library 

As  the  only  law  library  outside  greater 
Boston,  the  Law  Library  serves  as 
a  valuable  resource  to  alumni  and 
local  practitioners.  There  is  an  alumni- 
designated  computer  station  in  the 
third  floor  computer  lab.  For  current 
operating  hours  or  information, 
call  413-782-1457  or  visit  the 
Law  Library  website  at 
http://www.law.wnec.edu. library 

The  D'Amour  Library 

Law  alumni  are  also  welcome  to  use 
the  extensive  research  capabilities  at 
the  D'Amour  Library.  For  hours  or 
information  call  413-782-1535,  or 
visit  http://libraries.wnec.edu. 

The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center 

The  Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center 
offers  Nautilus(TM)  and  weight  training 
equipment,  wellness  and  recreation 
programs,  an  indoor  track,  and  an 
eight-lane  swimming  pool.  Alumni 
are  welcome  during  all  hours  the  Center 
is  open.  Your  Alumn  Association  ID 
Card  and  a  photo  ID  are  required  for 
admission.  Guest  passes  for  family  and 
friends  may  be  purchased  for  $2  each 
from  the  Student  Administrative 
Services  (SAS)  Office,  located  in  the 
basement  of  D'Amour  Library.  Passes 
must  be  picked  up  during  business 
hours  (Mon.-Thurs.  8:30  a.m.-  5  p.m.. 
Wed.  until  6  p.m.) 


Networking  with  other  Alums 

'  Alumni  Chapters  Program 
Are  you  interested  in  connecting  with 
other  alumni  in  your  area?  The  Law 
Alumni  Association  is  branching  out 
and  would  like  your  support  and  ideas 
in  expanding  our  Alumni  Chapters.  To 
participate,  please  contact  the  Office  of 
Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1523. 
other  alumni  networking  opportunities 
include: 

•  Online  Directory 

•  Alumni  Receptions 

•  Dinner  for  Students  and  Alumni  of  Color 

•  Reunions  and  Homecoming 

Continuing  Legal  Education 
Programs  and  Seminars 

With  more  than  32  percent  of  our 
alumni  living  in  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  the  School  of  Law  is 
committed  to  serving  the  area's 
ongoing  needs  for  legal  education. 
Our  highly  successful  CLE  Programs 
have  covered  topics  ranging  from 
probating  an  estate  to  defending  or 
trying  OUI  cases.  All  alums  get  a 
discounted  rate  of  $80.  Other  free 
educational  opportunities  include  the 
Annual  Supreme  Court  Conference 
Review,  Environmental  Law  Conference, 
Massachusetts  Appellate  Court  sitting, 
and  the  1st  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 
For  a  complete  list  of  upcoming 
events,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/ 
news/events. html. 

The  Law  Website 

Learn  about  upcoming  alumni  recep- 
tions, CLE  Programs,  national  speakers, 
and  topical  symposia  from  the  School 
of  Law  website.  You  may  also  review 
streaming  videos  of  recent  seminars. 
Bookmark  www.law.wnec.edu.  Or  use 
our  Alumni  DataBase  (http://wneclaw. 
wnec.edu/alumni/AlumniSearch.html) 
to  find  classmates  or  alumni  who  are 
practicing  in  your  area. 

Perspectives 

You  will  learn  about  legal  trends  and 
important  news  at  the  School  of  Law 


and  Law  Alumni  Association  activities 
through  Perspectives,  the  School  of 
Law  magazine.  Published  in  April  and 
October,  the  magazine  keeps  you  con- 
nected with  the  School  and  with  other 
alumni  around  the  world. 

Ongoing  Communications 

*  The  Law  School  Digest 
Published  four  times  a  year,  the  Law 
School  Digest  keeps  you  informed  of 
recent  news  and  upcoming  events  at 
the  School  of  Law.  From  CLE  program- 
ming to  alumni  receptions,  the  Digest 
keeps  you  connected  to  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

*  The  Law  School  Minute 

Get  up-to-the-minute  news  direct 
from  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio  through  this 
quickly  read  monthly  email.  To  get  on 
our  email  list,  send  your  primary  email 
address  to  lmoye@law.wnec.edu. 

*  Email  Notices 

Members  of  our  mailing  list  can  receive 
email  notices  of  upcoming  seminars 
and  CLEs. 

Career  Services 

Career  Services  offers  numerous  semi- 
nars and  workshops  on  job  search 
techniques,  interviewing  skills,  effective 
resume-writing,  and  other  valuable  job 
search  skills.  Among  the  many  services 
alumni  find  helpful  are  the  Office's 
videotaped  mock  interviews.  More  than 
1,100  alumni  participate  in  our  Alumni 
Contact  Files  availing  themselves  to  dis- 
cuss their  geographic  and  legal  practice 
areas  with  alumni  and  students. 

LEADERSHIP  OPPORTUNITIES 

Mentoring  Opportunities 

The  Law  Mentoring  Program  matches 
students  with  members  of  the  bench 
and  bar,  and  in  nontraditional  legal 
careers.  Many  are  members  of  the  Law 
Alumni  Association.  Cosponsored  by 
the  Hampden  County  Bar  Association, 
the  Program  is  designed  to  offer  men- 
tors a  variety  of  ways  to  help  prepare 
students  to  enter  the  profession— from 


providing  introductions  to  local  attor- 
neys to  inviting  them  to  watch  a  court 
session.  Contact  the  Office  of  Career 
Services  at  782-1416  to  become 

involved. 

There  are  many  other  opportunities 
for  you  to  volunteer,  including: 

•  Law  Alumni  Assoc.  Board  of  Directors 

•  Law  Alumni  Assoc.  Chapter  Development 

•  Alumni  Event  Planning 

•  Phonathon  Volunteer 

•  Dial-a-lawyer  Volunteer 

•  Educational  and  Career  Panels 

•  Volunteer  Judge  for  Moot  Court 

•  Assist  Law  Admissions 

•  Assist  Career  Services 

Publicity 

Tell  us  what  you  are  doing — you  may 
be  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Law  School 
Digest  or  Perspectives. 

MBNA  Affinity  Credit  Card 

The  33,000  graduates  of  Western  New 
England  College  and  the  School  of  Law 
offer  a  powerful  buying  group  whose 
combined  strength  has  enabled  the 
College  to  offer  enrollment  in  an  MBNA 
affinity  credit  card.  For  every  purchase 
you  make  with  the  card,  a  percentage 
will  be  donated  to  the  College.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Office  of  Law 
Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1523. 

Transcript  Requests 

Academic  transcripts  are  ordered  free 
of  charge  through  the  Student  Records 
Office.  Transcript  requests  can  be 
submitted  in  person,  by  mail,  or  by 
faxing  the  Student  Records  Office  at 
413-796-2067. 

Diploma  Replacement 

If  your  diploma  is  lost  or  damaged, 
you  can  have  it  replaced  by  calling  the 
Student  Administrative  Services  Office 
at  413-796-2080  or  800-325-1122  ext. 
2080.  The  cost  is  $30. 
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Graduate  Participates  in 
Historic  Rwanda  Tribunals 

Recent  graduate  Carmina  D.  Fernandes  is  putting  her  legal  education 
into  service  as  an  intern  for  the  International  Criminal  Tribunal  prosecuting 
perpetrators  of  genocide  in  Rwanda  in  1994.  Held  in  Tanzania,  the  historic 
tribunals  include  judges  from  Bangladesh,  Russia,  Senegal,  South  Africa, 
Sweden,  and  Tanzania.  Fernandez,  a  resident  of  Ludlow,  MA,  with  dual 
U.S./Portugal  citizenship,  is  charged  with  conducting  research  and  assisting 
the  prosecution  of  26  indicted  and  five  suspected  criminals.  An  estimated 
800,000  Tutsis  were  massacred  in  1994. 


Read  about  Carmina's  experiences  in  the  spring  issue  of  Perspectives. 


ALUMNI  ACTIVITIES  CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 

14-17      •  Public  Interest  Law  Week 

14-  Faculty  Panel 

15-  Mass  Bar/Legislative 
Institute  CLE-Public  Law  Basics 

16-  Practitioner's  Panel  (4:00  pm) 

17-  Speaker  w/ Dean's  Tea- 
Justice  Spina,  Lonnie  Powers 

1 5        •  Students  &  Alums  of  Color  Dinner 

•  Mass.  Bar/Legislative  Institute 
CLE-Public  Law  Basics 

18,19     •  Law  Alumni  Board  of 
Directors  Meeting 

1 9        •  Supreme  Court  Review 
Conference  (9:30  am) 

•  Law  Admissions  Open  House 

22        •  Berkshire  Alumni  Reception 
(5:00-7:00  pm) 

28        •  Mass.  Bar  CLE-Business 

Organization  Basics  (9:00  am- 
12:00  pm)  off-campus 

30        •  Mass  Bar  Dial-a-Lawyer 
(3:30-7:30  pm) 

NOVEMBER 

4-17      •  Law  Scfiool  Phonathon 

5         •  Asset  Protection  Planning 

Practice  Update,  Telecast  CLE 
(12:00-4:00  pm) 

7         •  Employee  Benefits  Law  & 

Practice  Update,  Telecast  CLE 
(12:00-4:00  pm) 

•  Franklin/Hampshire  Alumni 
Reception  (5:00-7:00  pm) 

14        •  2002  Update:  Clean  Air  Act, 
Telecast  CLE  (12:00-4:00  pm) 

•  Mass.  Bar  CLE-Bankruptcy 
(3:00-6:00  pm) 

19        •  Hartford  Alumni  Luncti 
Reception  (11:30  am) 


DECEMBER 


'  Dean's  Tea  &  Holiday  Party 
(3:30  pm) 

'  New  Disclosure  &  Corporate 
Governance  Regime  Post-Enron, 
Telecast  CLE  (11:00  am-6:00  pm) 


JANUARY 2003 

2-5        •  Washington,  DC  AALS  Conference 
-  Dean  Gaudio  alumni  visits 

2,  3,  or  4  •  Washington,  DC  Alumni  reception 

8         •  Springfield  Alumni  Luncheon 
Reception  (11:30  am) 

16        •  Dean's  Tea  (4:00  pm) 

21  •  Florida  Alumni  Reception 

West  Palm  Beach 

22  •  First-Year  Mentoring 

Kickoff  Reception 


FEBRUARY 

5 
6 

7-9 
14 


Seattle  Alumni  reception  1 

Choice  of  Entity  for  Closely-Held 
Businesses,  Telecast  CLE 

(12:00-4:00  pm)  ' 

Basketball  Tournament 

Estate  Planning  Practice  j 

Update,  Telecast  CLE  ' 

(12:00-3:15  pm)  '< 

15        'Law Admissions  Open  House  j 

-  Prospective  students  (12:30  pm)! 

20-23     •  National  Trial  Competition  j 

-  Northeast  Region  ! 

20        •  Dean's  Tea  (4:00  pm)  i 

25        •  2nd  Annual  Women  1 

in  Politics  Seminar  '. 

^ 

MARCH  \ 

10-14      SPRING  BREAK  \ 

13         •  Copyright  &  Trademark  Law  ' 

for  Non-Specialists,  Telecast  CLE  , 

(11:00am-6:00  pm)  , 


19 

20 
20 

27 

28,  29 

APRIL 

3 


9 
12 

17 
tbd 

MAY 

12-14 

14 

16 

17 
31 

JUNE 

5 

26 


•  7th  Annual  Options  &  Oppor- 
tunities seminar  (Women's  Law 
Association) 

'  Las  Vegas  Alumni  reception 

'  Limited  Liability  Entities, 
Telecast  CLE  (12:00-4:00  pm) 

>  Health  Plans.  HIPAA,  and 
COBRA  Update,  Telecast  CLE 
(12:00-4:00  pm) 

'  Law  Alumni  Board  of 
Directors  Meeting 


'  Employee  Benefits  Law  and 
Practice  Update,  Telecast  CLE 
(12:00-4:00  pm) 

'  Law  Admissions  Open  House 

-  First  year  preview  (10:00  am) 

'  1st  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 

'  Law  Review  Dinner  and 
25th  Reunion 

'  Dean's  Awards  Tea  (4:00  pm) 

'  Environmental  Law  Conference 

-  Northeast  Rivers 


•ALI  Meeting  (Washington,  DC) 
-  Dean  Gaudio  alumni  visits 

•  Mass  Bar  Dial-a-Lawyer 
(3:30-7:30  pm) 

•  Final  Dean's  Tea/Parents' 
Reception  (4:00  pm) 

•  Law  School  Commencement 

•  Denver  Alumni  reception  (ABA 
Meeting  Wyoming  27-31) 


•  Estate  Planning  Practice 
Telecast  CLE  (12:00-3:15  pm) 

•  San  Diego  Alumni  Reception 
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